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The far right is the 


real danger we face 


n this issue of Searchlight we pay tribute to a 
working class hero, Maurice Ludmer, who edited 
Searchlight between 1975 and 1981, when he 
passed away at a young age. Maurice’s work was 
crucial to the anti-fascist movement and he laid the 
foundations for Searchlight’s work into the next decades 
(see pages 28-31). As I write this, I have just heard that 
another working class stalwart, former Labour MP and 
government minister Frank Dobson, has also passed away. 
Some of us knew Frank way back in the 1950s. He was 
to become a patron of Searchlight Research Associates. As 
a Yorkshireman, he was blunt in his 
politics and warm in his comradeship. 


There has been a similar crackdown on people who left 
Britain to stand shoulder to shoulder with the Kurdish 
people in smashing ISIS. With roles varying from medical 
field workers to fighters, several have laid down their lives. 
Others have been threatened with prosecution on their 
return to Britain, however. In some cases the government 
appears to have thought better of this, but it has seen fit 
to punish one such hero, Aidan James. At his first trial 
the jury failed to return a verdict. After a second trial, the 
judge sentenced him to 12 months for a terrorism offence. 

In the meantime, we have been looking at the Yunus 

Emre Cultural Centre, in central 
London. Stories have been circulating 


Like Maurice, he will hold a place in Iam sure Many progres sive that, rather than a cultural centre, it is 


our hearts forever. The rededication 


an operational base for some strange 


of Maurice’s tombstone brought many g rou ps that find the mselve Ss people. Our suspicions were aroused 


old comrades, family and friends on the counter terrorism 


together. Those present were moved 


and spurred on to continue the fight vi nit’s exte nsive list will 


against the enemies of democracy. 


In our last issue, I praised the be angry at being lumped 


recent work of the counter terrorism 


policing unit, which was established together with far r ight 
extremist activist outfits 


many years ago and has for the 
past two years been successfully 
prosecuting nazi terrorists. It has been 
taking a more in-depth look at far 
right groups, adding some fresh information on far right 
extremist tattoos and the hand signals that are used as , 
coded insults or communication between activists. 
However, I was really shocked to see that while it was 
fine-tuning its operations against the far right, it has turned 
to look at the left, the peace movement, anti-fascist networks 
and green groups, with special attention being paid to the 
Extinction Rebellion (XR) environment campaigners in 
recent months. There seems to have been no attention 
paid to this in the media. But I am sure many progressive 
groups that find themselves on the counter terrorism unit’s 
extensive list will be angry at being lumped together with 
far right extremist activist outfits. 
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when we learned that a leading British 
pagan nazi group had held at least 
one of its ritualistic functions there. 
Maybe this would be a more suitable 
matter of interest for officials at the 
foreign and home offices. 

Trade Union Friends of Searchlight 
(TUFS) is one of our busiest areas of 
national work. Our team, led by Cathy 
Pound, attends events around the 
country every year. Cathy produces 
TUFS electronic newsletter and was one of the keynote 
speakers on the opening panel at this year’s Unite Against 
Fascism conference (see page 36). She and her helpers 
manage to get around the country and also represent us 
abroad at international conferences, such as the annual anti- 
fascist conference in Greece. Such international solidarity can 
only be a major step forward to holding the enemy at bay. 

Finally, I would like to wish all our readers the very best 
for the festive season and a happy new year in 2020. La 
lotta continua! e 


Gerry Gable, editor 
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Reports round-up By Gerry Gable 


Bannon alert 


We are keeping an eye on the 
Daily Telegraph and its sister 
papers after rumours that 
Steve Bannon - former guru 


Where's Larry? 


about the absence of Larry Nunn, aka Max 
Musson, from the 100-strong gathering 
organised by former British National Party 
youth leader Mark Collett (see pages 10-11). 
Nunn was once something in the City and 
acted as a financial expert for the National 


F ar right websites have been full of chatter 


Front, overseen by John Tyndall in the fascist 
party’s glory days. 

He suddenly reappeared several years ago, 
because of his political connections to far right 
activists from Russia and members of the Polish 
fascist group NOP living in Britain. Nunn, 
through his organisation Western Spring, helped 


set up paramilitary training camps led by the 


Russian nazi Denis Nikitin, who travels the 


to US president Donald Trump 
and international far right 
networker - has his eyes on 
the newspaper group, which is 
reportedly up for sale. 

Bannon is also a pal of Boris 


world with a cage fighting team that doubles up 
for lethal training of violent nazis or for stirring 
up football hooligan violence. 

Since our first exposure of Nikitin’s 
connection with Nunn and Western Spring, we 
have managed to get him barred from a number 


Johnson and has claimed to have 
helped with his speech when he 
resigned as foreign secretary, 
before later becoming prime 
minister. 

Of course Johnson has old 
friends on the far right from his 
school days, including convicted 
fraudster Darius Guppy, who has 
been spotted more than once at 
the now defunct London Forum. 

But should Bannon get his 
hands on the Telegraph, the far 
right would gain a major media 
outlet in Britain. That’s bad news. 


Larry Nunn 
holds forth 


of countries. 


For the past couple of years, Nunn has been 
running a series of weekend schools at smart 
hotels around the country. But a major drawback 
for him has been the increasing number of nazi 
terrorists being arrested and convicted. We 
know that earlier in the year, Nunn had a visit 
from the police. 

Now he has packed his bags and left his home 
in Northampton, moving many miles away to 
another part of the country. Maybe his failure 
to appear at Collett’s meeting was down to 
fears that his connections with some recently 
convicted wannabe terrorists could come to 
light. That would have run a shiver down the old 
buzzard’s spine. 


‘Keep Talking’ group keeps moving 


Searchlight we mentioned 
Peter Gregson, who has been 
expelled from both the Labour 
Party and the GMB trade union 
for vicious antisemitism. 
He turned up with a banner 
outside this year’s Labour 
Party conference — a move that 
brought condemnation from 
Labour leader Jeremy Corbyn 
— and, apparently, an interview 
under caution with the police. 
Gregson had made links with a 


| n the Spring 2019 issue of 
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quasi-intellectual nazi group called 
“Keep Talking” — he was due to 
speak to a meeting of the group 
on the day the GMB expelled him. 
That gathering was held at the 
Map Studio café in Kentish Town, 
and was organised by Nicholas 
Kollerstrom, a Holocaust denier. 
More recently Keep Talking 
was set to host a speaker called 
Miko Peled. Peled’s father was 
a general in the Israeli army 
who later became an activist in 
the Palestinian-Israeli peace 


movement, but his son has 

fallen far from the family tree, 
hobnobbing with the rewriters of 
history and arguing against what 
he calls “silencing the debate” on 
the Holocaust. 

Peled’s hosts had conned their 
way into the community centre of 
St James Church in Soho, London, 
by posing as a debating group. 

So who was in his audience? 
It included former vicar and 
conspiracy theory fan Stephen 
Sizer and Alison Chabloz, the 


antisemitic “singer”. Kollerstrom 
was also expected at the do. 

So far, with the help of the 
RMT transport union, we have 
had Keep Talking slung out 
of premises run by Camden 
Council, while another venue 
moved them on after complaints. 
Searchlight has had a connection 
going back to the 1970s with St 
James church, which has now 
given the fee it received for the 
event it was tricked into hosting 
to a worthwhile cause. 
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Franco's body is dug up in Spain - 
as police repression resurfaces too 


he decision by the outgoing 
} centre-left government 
of Spain to exhume the 

embalmed corpse of former dictator 
General Francisco Franco was 
welcomed by many progressive 
elements in Spanish society. 

Since 1975, Franco’s remains 
have been the prize exhibit in an 
ostentatious mausoleum in the “Valley 
of the Fallen” along with thousands 
of the dead from both sides of Spain’s 
bloody civil war in the 1930s. 

It has become a shrine for the local 
far right, joined by a motley crew 
of international fascists each year 
to celebrate Franco’s crimes on his 
birthday. This is doubly insulting to the 
victims of Franco, because the site was 
largely built by the slave labour of his 
political prisoners. 
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Demonstrators 
in Catalonia have 
faced serious 
violence from the 
Spanish police 


Franco’s family had objected 
to the exhumation and tried, as a 
compromise, to get his remains placed 
in Almadena Cathedral in Madrid. This 
idea was blocked by, among others, 
the Vatican, which wanted to avoid 
one of its churches becoming a place 
of pilgrimage for the most unpleasant 
characters to pollute European politics. 


Removed 


After a failed high court bid by the 
family to block the exhumation, 
Franco was finally removed and laid 
to rest next to his late wife at el Pardo- 
Mingorrubio cemetery. 

A less welcome part of Spanish 
history to be dug up at the same time 
is the treatment of politicians and 
peaceful protestors in Catalonia. This 
was an epicentre of resistance during 


the Franco years and recent events have 
awakened many painful memories. 

Nine Catalan politicians have 
received outrageous sentences, of up 
to 14 years, after being found guilty of 
“sedition” for the crime of organising 
an independence referendum in 
Catalonia two years ago. 

The resulting protests have been 
violently attacked by riot police, 
with Franco’s own goon squad, the 
hated Policia Nacional, taking the 
lead. Four people have lost eyes 
due to being shot by police rubber 
bullets. Nearly 3,000 people have 
been detained and hospitals report 
over 600 injuries needing immediate 
treatment. Of the injured, between 
50 and 60 are journalists, who have 
accused the police of deliberately 
targeting the media. 
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Eastbound platform 


Prominent fascist MPs from Poland and Estonia were among the guest speakers at 
this year's annual conference of the Traditional Britain Group. Mary Evans reports 


newly elected fascist MP from Poland and 

Estonia’s minister of finance, from the 

hardcore white power-obsessed Ekre party, 

have surfaced in London at the annual 

conference of the far right Traditional Britain 
Group. And Catherine Blaiklock, co-founder of Nigel 
Farage’s Brexit Party, was not too shy to join these highly 
placed international fascists at the event. 

The conference, held once again at the Charing Cross 
Hotel, in central London, on Saturday 19 October, filled 
the ballroom, the largest public space in the hotel. A 
head-count of those present showed approximately 180 
attendees, an increase on the previous conference which 
attracted 150 and an indication of the growing influence 
of cultural nationalism both in Britain and elsewhere in 
Europe. 

All those attending the ticketless event were subject 
to a strict vetting procedure, showing the nervousness 
of groups like the TBG in light of increased monitoring 
of their activities by the state and also the potential for 
disruption by opponents. An analysis of those attending 
the conference shows a number of individuals and groups 
who reflect a broadening of the demographic to whom the 
TBG now aims its message. 

A sizeable contingent from Generation Identity UK was 
in attendance, as was the case with the 2018 conference. 
Key members of GI UK who were at the meeting included 
its leader, Ben Jones, a regular at TBG events since at 
least 2015. Alongside Jones we also had Charlie Fox, 
regional leader of GI in London. The faces remain the same 
although the group’s online presence now says it promotes 
the goals and objectives of the newly formed Identitarian 
Foundation, following a split with the international 
GI leadership. A number of the other GI members in 
attendance have been identified as participating in holding 
a public street stall in Dudley earlier in the year. As was 
the case at the 2018 conference, Jordan Diamond, who 
appeared in the GI UK launch video in 2017, was present 
but appeared to be keeping a distinct distance between 
himself and the other GI members. 

With the demise of the white supremacist London 
Forum and the subsequent conviction in 2018 of the 
driving force behind it, Jeremy Bedford-Turner, for 
antisemitic racial hate speech, several of its past supporters 
now appear to be using the TBG as a networking hub. 
These include “Stead” Steadman and Michéle Renouf, both 
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of whom were quite vocal in their questioning of speakers 
at this conference. While asking questions, Renouf — a 
notorious antisemite and Holocaust denier — made a clear 
and open reference to her support for so-called “Holocaust 
reality”, despite the efforts of TBG vice-president Gregory 
Lauder-Frost to distance the organisation from Holocaust 
denial ideology. 

This year’s conference featured noteworthy contributions 
from several international speakers. One of these was 
Krzysztof Bosak, vice-chair of Poland’s fascist Ruch 
Narodowy (National Movement), an electoral lash-up 
between the traditionally paramilitary Ob6z Narodowo- 
Radykalny (National Radical Camp) and Mtodziez 
Wszechpolska (All-Polish Youth) groups. Bosak arrived in 
London just days after his election to the Polish parliament 
on the platform of the Konfederacja (Confederation), of 
which Ruch Narodowy is part. 


White 


Estonia’s fascist Ekre party was represented by Martin 
Helme, who is now the country’s minister of finance in a 
coalition government with conservative parties. Helme, 
who has recently been photographed making the coded 
“white power” hand gesture, has previously been blunt 
about his views, telling a 2013 TV audience, “I want 
Estonia to be a white country.” 

Also on the speakers’ list at the TBG event was Gustav 
Kasselstrand, co-founder and chair of the recently 
formed political party, Alternative for Sweden. He was 
accompanied by his colleague, AFS co-founder and 
podcaster Erik Berglund. 

The AFS emerged after the fascist Sweden Democrats 
party expelled leading figures from its youth wing in 2015. 
These individuals were accused of having links with nazi 
outfit Nordic Youth — something that was problematic for 
the Sweden Democrats, which has put much effort into 
cleaning up its image in pursuit of electoral success. Before 
his expulsion, Kasselstrand had been the political secretary 
for the Swedish Democrats in the country’s parliament 
from 2011 to 2012. The Sweden Democrats now compare 
the AFS to the nazi Nordic Resistance Movement. 

At the TBG event, Kasselstrand touched on a range 
of themes related to the aims of AFS, which has been 
described as a “remigration” party and, according to 
Kasselstrand, wants an “immediate stop” to asylum seekers 
followed by an active return of immigrants to “where 
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they came from”. Throughout his address, Kasselstrand 
repeatedly referred to the “great replacement”, the theory 
touted by Generation Identity and others based on a 
conspiratorial belief that European and Western identity 
is under threat from increasing immigration from non- 
European and non-white countries, primarily those with 
large Muslim populations. The phrase was notoriously 
used by the Christchurch mass killer, Brandon Tarrant, as 
the title for his manifesto. 

Russophobia was the underlying theme of a presentation 
by the next speaker, John Laughland, a British Eurosceptic 
conservative academic and author. From 2008 to 2018, 
he was director of studies at the Institute of Democracy 
and Cooperation in Paris, which is headed by Natalia 
Narochnitskaya, a Russian historian and former 
parliamentarian. The topic was not a surprising one, given 
the support expressed for Russian president Vladimir 
Putin by the TBG on its various social media outlets, plus 
Lauder-Frost’s own contributions to Katehon, a rightwing 
think tank based in Russia. 

In his presentation, Laughland advanced the theory 
that the 2018 Novichok nerve agent poisoning in Salisbury 
of Sergei Skripal, a former Russian military officer and 
double agent for the British intelligence services, and his 
daughter, Yulia Skripal, was not the work of Russia but of 
another agency, carried out in order to discredit Putin. 

Supposed connections between race and intelligence, 
which were a focus of a speech to the 2018 TBG conference 
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Polish MP 
Krzysztof Bosak 
of the fascist 
Ruch Narodowy 
(below left) and 
Martin Helme 

of Estonian 
fascist party Ekre 
(foreground, 
below right) were 
both at the TBG 
conference 


by Richard Lynn, were picked up this time by Edward 
Dutton. Despite the TBG describing Dutton as “an erudite 
and highly entertaining academic and anthropologist”, 

his work and recent activities have been the subject 

of much controversy and criticism. Dutton attended 

the 2017 London Conference on Intelligence, which is 
associated with eugenics, and was one of 15 participants 
who contributed to a defence of that conference in 
response to negative media coverage. Dutton continued 
the themes touched upon in his book, Race Differences in 
Ethnocentrism, which promotes the view that Europeans 
possess a larger gene pool than other races and so are more 
able to produce geniuses. It is not surprising that Dutton 
has been lined up for interviews on the ethnonationalist 
Red Ice TV channel (now taken down by YouTube) and as a 
speaker at a Scandza Forum in Oslo on the topic of “human 
biodiversity”. 


Alongside these miscellaneous race theorists and 
international fascist representatives, Brexit Party founder 
Catherine Blaiklock was the final speaker. The main focus 
of her shouty act was “the state of politics in Britain” and 
she attempted to evaluate, according to her somewhat 
distorted vision, which political parties might be able 

to “save the nation”. She made reference to migration 
and, indirectly, to replacement theory during her speech 
and received loud applause from the gathered faithful. 
Blaiklock was forced to resign as leader of the Brexit 
Party in March 2019, when it was disclosed she had made 
anti-Muslim and other racist statements online. Her 
relationship with Nigel Farage since then appears to have 
been somewhat uneasy and she has criticised the party in 
no uncertain terms. It finally emerged that Blaiklock is in 
discussions with Katie Hopkins, who was a speaker at the 
2018 TBG Conference, to form a new political party, which 
would have a primary focus on migration. 
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ark Collett, the 
former British 
National Party 
golden boy, has 
been gathering 
together an odd assortment of 
potential followers for what might be 
yet another far right political party. 
Almost 100 attended an afternoon 
conference on 7 September at the 
Sparth House Hotel near Accrington, 
Lancashire, billed as the “Patriotic 
Alternative” — which might turn out 


once of nazi publishers Arktos. 
Holocaust denier Michéle Renouf 
took a break from her other activities 
— promoting European nazi convicts 
and Middle East dictators — to make 
the trek north. 

It was the international connection 
that made Collett’s event interesting and 
perhaps dangerous, however. Among 
the speakers — and billed as making his 
first appearance on a British platform — 
was Frédi Midjord, originally from the 
Faroe Islands but now based in Sweden, 


British frontman for Moscow's agenda 
on the European far right. 

On 30 March this year, Collett 
spoke at Midjord’s Scandza Forum in 
Stockholm, alongside Greg Johnson, 
the established intellectual leader of 
this wing of international extremism. 
On his way to share this platform, 
veteran racist Jared Taylor of American 
Renaissance was turned away and 
informed he was banned from Europe’s 
Schengen zone. It seems that the Polish 
authorities have taken exception to 


The wannabe fuhrer 


Former British National Party youth leader Mark Collett has been hobnobbing with 
his pals in the hope of setting up a new organisation. Stephen James lifts the lid 


to be the name of Collett’s new party. 
The location was perhaps chosen for 
its proximity to the towns of Burnley 
and Blackburn, two of the strongest 
BNP-voting areas, which Collett 
would have remembered from his 
youth as an apprentice to former BNP 
leader Nick Griffin. Accrington itself 
never elected BNP councillors but has 
hosted several events held by the nazi 
music network Blood & Honour. 

Yet no relic of Lancashire BNP’s 
heyday turned up to the Patriotic 
Alternative meeting, except for 
the long-ago expelled anti-Griffin 
plotter Peter Rushton, of the nazi 
magazine Heritage and Destiny, 
based in nearby Preston. The old 
Yorkshire BNP was represented by 
Peter Hollings, who today pursues 
the thankless task of attempting 
to organise “nationalist unity” on 
Facebook. 

Another online nazi, “Sven 
Longshanks” of Radio Aryan, helped 
Collett to organise the conference, 
while the people who usually 
gather at the London Forum were 
represented by two of the movement’s 
main international fixers, artist 
“Stead” Steadman, whose political 
involvement dates back more than 30 
years to the National Front’s “political 
soldier” faction, and Mick Brooks, 
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who has organised the Scandza Forum 
since May 2017 (see page 22 for more 
on Scandza). 

This means Collett could be seen 
as Midjord’s representative in Britain, 
and in turn could be seen by Midjord’s 
Russian allies as the most plausible 


Mark Collett (left) with 
friend, in the photo 
Searchlight keeps reusing 
because it shows his politics 


Taylor’s Moscow connections, and 
other European security agencies have 
followed their lead. 

Superficially, however, the European 
far right might seem to have more in 
common with publicity-hungry neo- 
nazi militias in Ukraine, such as the 
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Azov Battalion, which is well-known 
for recruiting fascist paramilitaries 
such as Italian CasaPound veteran 
Francesco Fontana and Swedish 
mercenary Mikael Skillt. Azov’s 
international secretary, Olena 
Semenyaka, has herself been part of 
the Scandza set-up. 

What seems certain is that Collett 
has made a successful transition from 
being just another failed Griffinite 
to someone with a possible future 
leadership role in the British far right. 

Colin Robertson, a prolific 
YouTube video blogger better known 
as “Millennial Woes”, was one of 
Collett’s speakers in Accrington. He 
has preceded Collett in carving out a 
niche on European and US alt-right 
forums, but is unlikely to rival him for 
the presumptive fiihrership of a new 
organisation. Robertson sees himself 
more as cultural guru than a party 
leader, perhaps as a figure more akin 
to the BNP’s former “cultural officer” 
Jonathan Bowden, while Collett steps 
into the role occupied in the BNP by 
former national organiser Eddy Butler. 

Speaking of Butler, he is one of 
many old BNP comrades who for 
some reason loathes Collett. Whether 
or not Butler splits from his odd 
couple alliance with Ann Marie 
Waters of the For Britain party, it’s 
difficult to see him accepting Collett’s 
leadership. Nor is there any sign of 
cooperation between Collett and the 
NF, none of whose activists were 
visible in the Accrington audience. 


Handful 


More surprisingly, neither Western 
Spring (whose leaders have previously 
been friendly with Collett) nor 

the British Democratic Party was 
represented. The BDP is tiny but its 
handful of activists — such as former 
BNP MEP Andrew Brons, barrister 
Adrian Davies and former councillor 
Jim Lewthwaite — are the sort of 
“respectable” fascists Collett might 
like to have on board. 

As it is, the nascent Patriotic 
Alternative has very few experienced 
political operators and a large number 
of YouTube subscribers. Many 
analysts have written of a division 
between the alt-right and a softer “alt- 
lite”, the latter being happier to frame 
its rhetoric around Muslims than 
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Video stars of 


the far right: 
Colin Robertson 
AKA Millennial 
Woes (top) and 
Mosley fan 
Laura Towler 
(below) 


about Jews or the Third Reich. What 


we are now Seeing is Collett’s Patriotic 


Alternative trying to take Britain’s 
alt-right in an even harder, clearly 
antisemitic and semi-nazi direction. 
One obvious example of this trend 
was a speech by the event’s youngest 
speaker, Yorkshire YouTuber Laura 
Towler, who has progressed from 
Islamophobia to a strange devotion 
to notorious prewar fascist Oswald 
Mosley. 

Two more YouTube broadcasters 
were also on Collett’s platform — 
both using nicknames in the manner 
of online game players. Swedish 
bodybuilder Marcus Follin likes to be 
known as “the Golden One”, while a 
Vietnam-based British man who is 
a friend of Colin Robertson uses the 
moniker “On the Offensive”, although 
he is unlikely to lead any charge 
outside his imagination. 

The closing speaker at Collett’s 
conference offered a link to an older 
tradition of “respectable” pseudo- 
academic racism. Edward Dutton is 
only 39 but has the “young fogey” 
air common among a certain type of 
Young Conservative. He is now editor 
of the long-established “scientific” 
racist journal Mankind Quarterly, 
founded in 1961 as an alliance 
between old European nazis and 
US segregationists, and promoting 
eugenics as a scientific basis for racist 
bigotry. 

Dutton is based in Finland and 
once taught anthropology at the 
University of Oulu, which was keen 
to dissociate itself from his racism in 
a statement issued in June this year. 
“Edward Dutton is not employed by 


University of Oulu, and his actions do 
not represent our values emphasising 
equality and responsibility,” the 
university said. “With current 
legislation it is not possible to 
withdraw the title of Docent [an 
academic title], but discussions 

on that are ongoing with Finnish 
Universities.” 

Given the vast funding available 
for the academic far right, it’s 
unlikely that Dutton will be too 
concerned about being excluded from 
mainstream academia. Unfortunately, 
some of his fellow racist eugenicists 
remain within the European 
university system. 

Now Collett and the backers of his 
Patriotic Alternative — from US racists 
to pro-Russian populists — hope that 
they can turn all this hot air into a 
serious political force. e 
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UKIP is in crisis, riven by splits over its links to 
Tommy Robinson’ and fast running out of both 
leaders and followers. Mary Fawcett Jones 
listened in at the party's annual conference 


Purple 
pain 
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ive leaders have come and gone since Nigel 

Farage, the man behind UKIP’s electoral rise, 

quit the party in 2016. But now the purple party 

is running out of followers too. September’s 

annual UKIP conference was the worst 
attended since the party’s inaugural annual event in 1995. 
Although the conference hall in Newport, Wales, originally 
had 392 seats laid out, there were never more than 150 
UKIP members in attendance. 

There was no coverage at all during or after the 
conference in the national broadcast or print media. 

It’s not surprising: the party is down to around 25,000 
members and just 31 local councillors after losing 145 in 
this year’s local elections. 

And an element of farce now accompanies UKIP’s every 
move. This year’s annual conference was boycotted by the 
party’s latest leader, Richard Braine, who had been elected 
only the previous month. At a UKIP national executive 
committee meeting on 17 August Braine had proposed 
postponing the conference until November and holding it 
in an alternative, smaller venue in the northeast of England. 
At the meeting, the NEC also blocked Braine’s appointment 
of recent ex-leader Gerard Batten as UKIP’s deputy leader 


Gerard Batten 
(right) used 

his leadership 

of UKIP to pull 
the party closer 
to “Tommy 
Robinson’ (left). 
But the move was 
Batten's downfall 
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and Liz Phillips to another senior position. Over 50 UKIP 
members also boycotted the conference in sympathy with 
Braine over the NEC’s refusal to let him make Batten his 
second in command. Carl Benjamin, better known as 
YouTube broadcaster Sargon of Akkad — and for sending a 
rape tweet to a Labour MP, had been scheduled to address 
the conference but chose instead to join the boycott. 

In a poor attempt at normal party proceedings, Braine 
belatedly delivered a video message to conference. “I 
joined the boycott as a protest against the NEC and the 
UKIP chairman. I wanted to postpone conference until 
mid-November in a smaller venue elsewhere,” he said. 

But it appears that Braine, like Batten before him, has 
fallen victim to controversy surrounding links with former 
British National Party member and English Defence 
League leader “Tommy Robinson” (real name Stephen 
Yaxley-Lennon). Batten had shared platforms with 
Robinson and wanted him admitted to UKIP membership 
in a sharp shift of policy from that of Farage, who had 
banned ex-members of the BNP and EDL from the party. 

Braine continued, “There is a group of people who are 
still campaigning to let Tommy Robinson into the party 
when the great majority of members that I’ve met don’t 
want that to happen and understand why it wouldn’t be 
very productive for the party or even for Tommy Robinson 
or the cause that the party and he espouse. 

“There is also a group in the party who seem to be 
paranoid that I haven’t made clear enough my position 
on this. They seem to think that I am not being honest 
and that I do want Robinson to join the party. They are 
effectively calling me a liar.” 


Katie Hopkins: keeping UKIP racist 


It was left to notorious far right racist broadcaster Katie Hopkins, 
who joined UKIP at the conference, to move away from UKIP’s 
internal struggles and lower the tone a bit more. 

“lam a white Christian Conservative married mother with three 
children,” she declared in her speech, demanding that “native British 
nationals should be first in the queue ahead of recent arrivals or non- 
British citizens for school places, for doctors’ surgeries and for elderly 
care and nursing homes”. She added, “We want our country back.” After 

Brexit “a strong party just like UKIP” would be 
needed to stand on a platform of “controlling 
immigration and putting British nationals at 
the front of the queue”, she told the UKIP 
audience. 

Hopkins continued on the theme of 
justifying racism, saying, “| have started 
a new dictionary according to approved 
thoughts policed by our boys in blue: a racist 
is a white person with an opinion.” 

She added, “By 2035 births to Muslims will 
outnumber all others. By 2050 they will be a 
majority in the UK.” Then, reacting to a noise 
behind the stage, Hopkins said this was “a 
Muslim in the kitchen committing hara-kiri”. 
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It was left to Piers Wauchope, a UKIP NEC member 
since 2013, to expand on the repercussions of the Robinson 
affair. “When Gerard Batten resigned as UKIP leader in 
June 2019 he made it clear that he was not going to stand 
again. He felt that he had led the party into its worst ever 
election defeat,” Wauchope said. 

“Part of what Batten said he was particularly 
disappointed over was that he misjudged the value of social 
media. Batten had thought by involving people who had 
strong social media following, such as Tommy Robinson 
and Carl Benjamin, that our overall vote in the European 
elections would be very much higher. He thought that 
would translate into votes.” 

Because of this misplaced belief in the power of 
social media, Batten had said he would not speak to the 
mainstream media or do TV interviews. Mike Hookem, as 
UKIP deputy leader, was forced to stand in for him, “which 
was an embarrassment because he would not support 
anything Batten said”. 


Threatened 


The NEC had then voted “by a large majority” not to allow 
Batten to stand again in the leadership contest eventually 
won by Braine in August. But UKIP members who wanted 
Batten to stand then threatened to sue individual NEC 
members as directors of UKIP. They raised £16,000, which 
was spent on advice from a barrister who declared they had 
no case. Liz Phillips was allegedly one of those who tried to 
raise funds to sue the party, using the email addresses of 
UKIP’s “Patrons Club”, of which she was secretary. 

Braine wanted Batten to be deputy leader if he won but 
because Batten was not a member in good standing, it 
couldn’t happen, Wauchope explained, and Braine also 
wanted Phillips, who is regarded as the most prominent 
supporter of Tommy Robinson in the party, to be UKIP 
secretary. But that could not happen either: “She faced a 
three-person NEC disciplinary committee on 7 September 
who suspended her from the party after admitting sending 
out emails using the Patrons Club database.” 

Kirstan Herriot, UKIP’s chair since 2018, also tried to 
explain the mess. “It was becoming clear as time went on 
that the Tommy Robinson agenda was being pushed hard 
by forces external to the party who did not have UKIP’s 
electoral interests at heart. This caused lots of unnecessary 
division within the membership over an issue that had 
nothing to do with UKIP’s core objectives,” she said. 

Meanwhile the disgraced former Tory MP Neil 
Hamilton, now UKIP’s leader in Wales, admitted, “We are 
in a mess as a party. There are two factions diametrically 
opposed to each other.” He attacked a group called 
Integrity Purple — run by Alan Craig and Peter MclIlvenna 
— that has been waging the battle within UKIP on behalf of 
the pro-Robinson faction. 

“The Integrity group’s objective is to allow Tommy 
Robinson to join the party. This is an electoral liability. 
There is no compromise between the two binary options,” 
Hamilton said, adding, “The Tommy Robinson issue has 
given Nigel Farage the excuse that he always wanted to set 
up his own narcissistic, personality cult vehicle which is all 
that the Brexit Party actually is.” e 
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mg he Brexit Party has in 

= © its very short life of 

3 just over seven months 

2 achieved what many 

ae had considered to be 
impossible at the ballot box. Firstly it 
mopped up what looked to be a huge 
proportion of the “Leave” vote at this 
year’s European Parliament elections. 
Secondly it destroyed UKIP, its 
previous incarnation, in the process. 

The formation of this new party, 
with no manifesto except leaving 
the EU, was a rapid switch by Nigel 
Farage after he left UKIP, citing 
the new leadership’s flirtation with 
extremism as his main reason. 
The decision of then UKIP leader 

Gerard Batten to publicly line up 
with English Defence League founder 
and former British National Party 
fascist “Tommy Robinson” (real name 
Stephen Yaxley-Lennon) and his call 
for Robinson to be allowed to join 
UKIP appears to have been the final 
straw. Under Farage, UKIP had banned 
former BNP and EDL members. 
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So the Brexit Party, which was 
formed at short notice with huge 
amounts of money, was supposed 
to be very much a clean break from 
the past for both Farage and his big 
financial backers who want to realise 
their goal of Britain leaving the EU. 

As Searchlight goes to press, Farage 
has announced his party will not 
stand in Conservative-held seats at 
the general election, and he himself 
will not stand to be an MP at all. But 
the potential impact of Farage’s new 
vehicle on the electoral fortunes of the 
two main parties and its own likely 
performance remain the subject of 
much speculation. In the run-up to the 
election, however, he staged a series 
of rallies around the country — and his 
supporters turned out in droves. 

The first and most obvious point 
of note at the Brexit Party’s rally in 
London is how many familiar faces 
there are in the audience. Farage was 
the main draw of UKIP and many of 
its members have flocked en masse 
to his new gig. The demographic is 


The Brexit Party 


faithful rally in 
London ahead of 
the election 


almost identical to that of UKIP: white, 
mainly middle class, with levels of self- 
awareness that couldn’t be measured, 
even with a microscope. Most are late 
middle-aged to elderly, with a small 
complement of young Tory types 
chucked in for balance. The crowd is 
mainly male. 

One tier of seating was reserved 
and quickly became the only part of 
the room with a noticeable number of 
black and Asian faces. This was where 
the prospective London parliamentary 
candidates were placed — almost like 
some kind of segregation. 

Politically, the rally differs from 
a UKIP event in that people speak 
only about Brexit and the EU. UKIP 
was notorious for homophobia, 
Islamophobia, general racism and 
sexism. Its conferences produced 
regular embarrassing soundbites that 
made easy headlines for its enemies. 
This event is far more tightly stage- 
managed, with platform speakers only. 

But the attitude and rhetoric has not 
gone away. Each and every speaker goes 
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The Brexit Party has certainly hit the headlines. But what is Nigel Farage’s new outfit 
really like? Marcus Langley-Marsh went along to a London rally to find out 


overboard to say the words “traitor” 
and “surrender” frequently, defying 
calls to moderate the language that had 
so recently caused ugly scenes outside 
parliament. Platform speakers also 
mocked environmental activist Greta 
Thunberg. Climate change denial was 
another UKIP staple, which the Brexit 
Party hints at, without actually saying it. 
The main warm-up act tonight 
is former Tory home secretary Ann 
Widdecombe, who spends much of 
her speech talking about herself, while 
showering the main attraction with 
almost biblical amounts of praise. 
This is still very much a one-man 
show, with Farage wheeled on at the 
end to make sure that the audience 
doesn’t leave or fall asleep. He makes 
his grand entrance from the back of 
the auditorium like an egomaniac 
gameshow host, strutting through his 
own standing ovation, shaking hands 
with a select few and flanked by the 
best security guards money can buy. 
Farage’s keynote speech outlines 
the party’s recent successes. It 
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becomes clear that the organisation 
might as well be called the Blackmail 
Party as its strategy seems entirely 
based on posing an electoral threat to 
the Conservatives to force a departure 
from the EU, with or without a deal. 
There is, of course, no detail about 
what economic consequences may 

lie ahead — just the usual fine words 
about “taking back control”. 


Reactionary 


As with UKIP, the Brexit Party’s case 
against the EU makes no mention of 
its neoliberal rules, which demand 
austerity and privatisation, or its 
racist border policy, which condemns 
thousands to death by drowning in 
the Mediterranean. Instead it is the 
usual reactionary little Englander 
garbage about being at the mercy of 
uncontrolled immigration and the anti- 
business “health and safety mafia”. 
Reading between the lines, the 
Brexit Party members’ gut feelings 
and political leanings become pretty 
clear. They genuinely fear Labour’s 


The main draw, 


Nigel Farage (left) 
was preceded by 
former Tory home 
secretary Ann 
Widdecombe as 
the warm-up act 


Jeremy Corbyn and absolutely despise 
“Remain” Tories. The most vitriol 

is reserved for outgoing House of 
Commons speaker John Bercow, who 
has scotched various dodgy attempts 
at a backdoor Brexit by doing his job. 

The wailing about the Conservative 
government ranges from an almost 
pathological hatred of former prime 
minister Theresa May’s “surrender 
deal” to extreme disappointment with 
Boris Johnson, despite his recent 
efforts to be a pound shop version of 
US president Donald Trump. 

This bunch of cranks, ultra-Tories 
and rightwing-libertarian weirdos is 
unlikely to bring large numbers onto the 
streets. But I wasn’t surprised to see a 
few of the Tommy Robinson inner circle 
quietly taking notes in the audience. 

One thing that is clear from this event 
is that the Brexit Party has enough 
money and influence to push the 
Conservatives further to the right — and 
it would unite with the Tories without 
hesitation if a leftwing government 
looked to be on the cards. ® 
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Two Italian fascist organisations have had their 
Facebook and Instagram accounts shut down, 
but are threatening legal action against the 
social media giants. Alfio Bernabei reports 


he decision by Facebook and Instagram to 

close the official accounts of two leading 

European fascist organisations — CasaPound 

and Forza Nuova, both in Italy — begs some 

important questions. Is this a temporary 
suspension or a permanent closure? Are Facebook and 
Instagram prepared to apply similar measures to other 
fascist parties and organisations in the rest of Europe and 
other parts of the world? Will other global social platforms, 
including Twitter, follow the same example, helping to 
curb the spread of fascist and nazi propaganda? And if not 
now, when? 

On the motives for closing down these two accounts 
a Facebook spokesperson explained, “Persons or 
organisations that spread hatred or attack others on the 
basis of who they are will not have a place on Facebook and 
Instagram. The accounts we removed today (9 September) 
violate this policy and will no longer be present on 
Facebook or Instagram.” 

For now, the only certainty is that the decision has 
come as a major blow to both Gianluca Iannone, leader of 
CasaPound, and Roberto Fiore, leader of Forza Nuova. 
They have mobilised a team of lawyers to file a lawsuit 
against the owners of the two social media platforms on 
the grounds that they are “quashing freedom of thought”, 
as they put it. 

Dozens of fascist groups and far right political parties in 
Europe and elsewhere will be watching what promises to 
be a highly significant debate in the courts. Facebook and 
Instagram are obviously in a position to employ some of 
the best international lawyers. But both CasaPound and 
Forza Nuova have the financial means to organise their 
case. There are plenty of lawyers in Italy who have been on 
their side for many years. 

According to Simone di Stefano, CasaPound’s party 
secretary, the case rests on an “abuse of power by a 
private multinational in defiance of Italian law”. Italian 
legislation follows the 1948 constitution, which forbids the 
refoundation of fascism — an article strengthened by the 
1993 “Mancino law” (named after the then home secretary 
Roberto Mancino) forbidding actions, slogans and symbols 
linked to the Nazi-fascist ideology and aimed at inciting 
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CasaPound on 
the march in 
Trieste in 2018 


violence and discrimination on racial, ethnic, religious or 
national lines. Unfortunately, the law has been flaunted 
innumerable times with hundreds accused of fascist 
apologism promptly acquitted by the courts. 

Fiore, on his part, has embarked on a conspiracy 
theory: he believes that “Zuckerberg’s political police” are 
at work “to prevent the formation of a viable opposition 
to a government of the extreme left in Bruxelles”. Both 
Di Stefano and Fiore have linked the decision to close 
the social media accounts to the political shift that has 
occurred in Italy, with the unexpected ejection of Matteo 
Salvini’s Lega from the coalition government and its 
replacement by the centre-left Partito Democratico. 

They may hope that once the current turbulent political 
climate has abated, the closure of the accounts will be 
suspended. Last April, Facebook closed down a number of 
accounts, including those of activists from CasaPound as 
well as other far right organisations in several European 
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countries during the campaign for the European Parliament 
elections. The measure was one of contingency and proved 
to be temporary. 

CasaPound is no longer a party but remains one of the 
best organised far right movements in Europe. It is in 
continuous expansion, with myriad collateral associations 
throughout Italy, and has an ambition to spread its 
innovative hegemonic approach to fascist thinking across 
borders. The closure of its social media accounts reduces its 
ability to recruit new members. But, attentive as it is to its 
communication strategy, it must have expected such a move 
to take place sooner or later and thought of ways to offset 
the impact. This may explain why over the years CasaPound 
has established such a complex network of contacts and 
correspondents within Italy and across borders. 

A recent investigation carried out by a monitoring 
group set up by ANPI, the Italian National Association of 
Partisans, has brought to light the names of organisations 
directly or indirectly linked to CasaPound’s base in Rome. 

A list, published in the study, includes Zentropa Orient 
Express, based in Russia, which was created “to make better 
known aspects of Italian fascism”. Other organisations 

on the list include Nordiska Motstandsrorelsen in the 
Scandinavian countries, Nordisk Ungdom in Sweden, Haus 
Montag and Der Dritte Weg in Germany, Bastion Social 
and Dissidence Francaise in France, Hogar Social, Casal 
Tramuntana and El Galeon in Spain, Littoria Asociacion 
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Cultural in Argentina, Golden Dawn in Greece, Partido 
Nacional Renovador, Portugueses Primeiro and Escudo 
Identitdrio in Portugal and Alternativ Europa in Hungary. 

“It looks as if the experience of CasaPound is being 
considered in Ukraine,” the study concludes. “Battalion 
Azov has opened a ‘Kosak House’ while contacts with 
elements in the military and paramilitary have been 
established for some time. CasaPound took part in the two 
Paneuropa conferences in Kiev organised by Reconquista.” 

The London branch of CasaPound, which goes by the 
name Vortex Londinium, is also listed. This was set up in 
March 2018 with the apparent purpose of establishing a 
platform for a dialogue with similar groups in Europe. Among 
its correspondents have been Valentin Linder and Steven 
Bissuel of Bastion Social, Melisa Dominguez of Hogar Social, 
Julian Bender of Dritte Weg, and Konstantinos Boviatsos and 
Georgios Epitideios of Golden Dawn. 


In response to the closure of the social media accounts in 
Italy, which also affects CasaPound’s magazine, II Primato 
Nazionale, the Vortex Londinium website has been defiant. 
“We are keeping calm and carrying on as usual of course. 
Legal action in place; ombudsman in Italy already on the 
case. On the ground that we never publish so called ‘hate’ or 
‘racist’ posts. We fetched half a million votes at last general 
election. We have hundreds of HQs all over Italy and tens of 
thousands of militants. This won’t stop us, rest assured.” 

The groups had “many other social channels that are 
not subjected to the PC dictatorship”, Vortex Londinium 
bragged, claiming that Facebook chief Mark Zuckerberg 
had also been “told off’ by US president Donald Trump for 
taking down the CasaPound accounts. 

Even before the Facebook closures, Vortex Londinium 
tried its hand at moving an event featuring CasaPound 
representatives that had been cancelled in Italy to a 
London venue. This was to involve a presentation at 
London Metropolitan University of a book that had been 
rejected by the Turin International Book Fair after protests 
from various quarters, including from the Auschwitz- 
Birkenau Memorial and Museum. A Holocaust survivor, 
Halina Birenbaum, had refused to participate because 
the book’s publisher, Francesco Polacchi, representing 
Altaforte, a branch of CasaPound, is a self-declared fascist 
who considers fascist dictator Benito Mussolini to have 
been Italy’s greatest statesman. 

Had the London presentation gone ahead, CasaPound 
would have been able to claim that what wasn’t allowed 
in Italy could simply take place in London, scoring a 
publicity coup. What actually happened, however, was that 
several anti-fascist organisations alerted the university, 
which cancelled the event. As local journalists were told 
on twitter within minutes, the event was moved to what 
Vortex Londinium described as a “better venue” — a pub. 

But the pub, on being told who these Italian customers 
were, stopped serving them drinks and later decided 
to donate the money already received to an anti-fascist 
organisation. It was the first time in the history of 
CasaPound that money from its members’ pockets has 
helped in the fight against fascism. 
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Poland's ruling PiS: far 
right ideology in power 


By Jacob Fleming 


Poland is one of many countries in Europe that have been 
influenced by radical-right populism. The Law and Justice party 
(PiS) controls parliament, has the presidency and has completely 
destroyed the justice system. Hate speech has become the official 
language of the state. 

At the beginning of the PiS government's four-year term in 2015, the 
main targets of hate speech were Muslim refugees. After some years, 
the main target has become Jewish people and, more recently, the LGBT 
community. The results of such politics are clear: racist riots in Etk in 
January 2017, the assassination of Pawet Adamowicz, the mayor of Gdansk, 
who was the object of a long-time hate campaign led by public TV, and 
physical attacks against the Gay Pride march in Biatystok. 

As far this year’s general election on 13 October was concerned, it 
was almost certain that the PiS would win again because it controls all 
public institutions and most of the media - which it uses as tools of its 
propaganda - and it has the support of the influential Catholic church. The 
PiS’s plans for the coming years were outlined in its programme, published 
on its website. 

The document is a historical-ideological essay, a little like the Stalinist 
History of the Communist Party of the Soviet Union, but created for the 
rightwing populist regime. Previous governments are shown as destroyers 
of the country, and enemies of the party as amoral traitors. The Catholic 
church is said to speak for “moral science” and any criticism of this is 
simply “nihilism”. The first chapter is concerned with abortion - or as it puts 
it, “defending life”. At the same time the PiS claims it will defend women's 
position in society and what it calls the “natural family”. 

One of the most important fundamentals of PiS ideology is anti- 
communism - but this is shown in a very specific way. The manifesto 
claims that communism came to Poland from the East, but was invented 
in the West. Criticism of communism is written as criticism of liberalism, 
which is portrayed as a current that is destroying the Catholic church and 
tradition. Communism and liberalism are shown as two evils that attack 
Polish “democracy”. The PiS also says it rejects the “political correctness” 
and “cultural violence” that it claims rules western Europe. 

The important part of this document is its vision of Poland between 1989 
and 2015. The PiS calls this period “post-communism”. It claims that only 
communists were beneficiaries of privatisation (which is completely false) 
and that it was these same people who later became liberals and built the 
system, with a small section of the former opposition. 

The relationship between the EU and Poland is depicted as a master and 
slave relationship. The alternative is a “Europe of fatherlands” - a vision that 
we know from western anti-EU parties that are close to Russian politics. 

When the results came through, the PiS had increased its vote from 
37.58% in the 2015 election to 43.59% this time. And the Konfederaga, the 
coalition of neofascist and rightwing populist forces including Grzegorz 
Braun, Janusz Korwin-Mikke and Robert Winnicki, which had not been 
expected to get over the 5% threshold to win seats in parliament, managed 
to secure 6.1% of the vote and won 11 seats. 
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y any measure, this year’s 

fascist-led Independence 

Day march in Warsaw was 

terrifying. The authorities 

said 50,000 people 
marched through the Polish capital 
on 11 November, while the organisers 
claimed 150,000. The truth is likely to 
be somewhere in between. 

It was certainly very large. Marchers 
lined up over 60 abreast at the start 
and the huge demo took more than 
an hour to go past its starting point. 
Thousands more joined it on route 
and at the final rally. 

We have reported on this annual 
march since 2012. Apart from last 
year’s demo marking 100 years of 
Poland’s independence — which was 
backed by the country’s president, 
Andrzej Duda from the ruling far 
right Law and Justice (PiS) party, and 
was joined by the armed forces — this 
was the biggest march to date, by a 
significant margin. 

While Duda’s presence on last year’s 
demo gave it a more mainstream 


Marchers wear 
the antisemitic 
“Stop 447” slogan 
on armbands and 
badges, while 
white power 

and other fascist 
symbols were also 
on display 
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Fascists led a huge march through Warsaw on Poland's Independence Day, boosted 
by far right gains in the recent elections. Martin Smith and Tash Shifrin report 


appearance than usual, this year’s demo 
had a harder political edge and was 
much more openly dominated by the 
fascist organisations. It has always been 
possible to spot white power and other 
fascist symbols on the demos, but this 
time they were frequently in evidence. 

This year, the PiS elected to hold its 
own separate event to mark the date, 
abandoning Independence Day itself 
to the fascist groups. 

Independence Day, 11 November, 
is very important in Polish society. It 
celebrates the creation of the modern 
Polish state and its independence from 
the German, Russian and Austrian 
empires. It has traditionally been 
marked by parades, festivals and 
church services. After the collapse 
of the Stalinist regime in 1989, the 
parades and rallies were led by 
mainstream political parties and 
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the Catholic church. But since 2012, 
Poland’s two main fascist parties have 
wrested control of the march from the 
establishment. 

The first of these parties is the 
National-Radical Camp (Ob6z 
Narodowo-Radykalny — ONR), the 
modern successor to a pre-war Polish 
fascist group of the same name. It uses a 
swastika-like sword symbol, the falanga. 
The All-Polish Youth (Mlodziez 
Wszechpolska — MW) is the other key 
organisation behind the independence 
march. Its green flags, with a long 
sword wrapped in a red and white 
ribbon, were prominent on the demo. 

Both groups have paramilitary 
origins but in recent years have come 
together as an electoral alliance under 
the name Ruch Narodowy (National 
Movement). Now RN is in turn part of 
the Konfederacja party. 


Tash Shifrin and 


Martin Smith 
write about 
fascism and 

the far right at 

dreamdeferred. 
org.uk 


This year’s march came just weeks 
after big gains for the far right in 
Poland’s parliamentary elections. 
The ruling PiS party’s vote went up 
from 37.58% in 2015 to 43.59%. 
Meanwhile, the Konfederacja — the 
lash-up between fascist RN and 
hardcore far right politician Janusz 
Korwin-Mikke — took 6.81% of the 
vote, winning 11 MPs’ seats. Of these, 
five MPs are members of RN and this 
group includes the organisers of the 
Independence Day marches. 

RN had previously sneaked into 
parliament under cover of the populist 
Kukiz’15 group, but this time they 
have been far more open about their 
politics. The five RN MPs also spoke 
at the 11 November march. 

There is a dynamic relationship 
between PiS and the RN fascists, with 
the fascists acting as a ginger group, 
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Nationalism 


urging the PiS rightwards, while 

every shift by the ruling party in turn 

legitimises and boosts the fascists. 
So the PiS fought an election 

campaign that was deeply homophobic, 

picking up a key theme pushed by 

the fascists — the supposed dangers 

of “LGBT ideology”. The PiS’s focus 

on supposed “family” issues, such as 

attacking LGBT people and Poland’s 

already limited abortion rights, is 

not solely ideological, however. In 

government, the PiS has introduced 

a “500 plus” child benefit scheme, 

paying families 500 zloty (about £100) 

a month for every child after the first. 

This has improved the lives of many 

poor people and is massively popular. 
The Konfederacja centred its 

electoral campaign on the antisemitic 

theme of “Stop 447” — opposition to 

a US law requiring US authorities 
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Open fascism: 

a white power 
banner and the 
green sword flags 
of the fascist MW 
(main photo), a 
fridge magnet with 
the official march 
logo (top) and the 
graphic used ona 
card distributed to 
marchers (below) 


to report to Congress on different 
countries’ progress in compensating 
Holocaust survivors (or their heirs) for 
property seized during the Holocaust. 
Fascist activists have sought to whip 
up a frenzy around this antisemitic 
motif, which in turn has brought 
statements from the PiS leaders 
that they will refuse “a single zloty” 
in restitution for Jewish Holocaust 
survivors or their families. 


These key themes of homophobia 

and antisemitism were echoed on the 
march. This marked something of a new 
political turn. On previous marches, 

the fascist ONR and MW have focused 
on the “main enemies” — migrants 

and Muslims, seeking to build on the 
Europe-wide tide of anti-migrant and 
anti-Muslim racism in the wake of the 


so-called “refugee crisis” of 2015. This 
time, Christian and “family” themes 
were emphasised far more. The 
symbol of the march was a clenched 
fist holding a rosary, bearing the 
slogan, “Keep the whole nation under 
your care,” which can be read both as 
a Christian prayer and a nationalist 
exhortation. The clenched fist is also a 
coded message: as one demonstrator 
told us, “It symbolises white power.” 

Marchers were given free branded 
pens and fridge magnets with this 
symbol and slogan. A card was also 
distributed bearing a popular far right 
internet meme — a nationalist umbrella 
protecting a “traditional” family from 
a scary rainbow laden with symbols 
representing George Soros’s Open 
Foundation (a widespread antisemitic 
dogwhistle), Muslims, communists, the 
EU, women and LGBT people. 
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Around one in three of those on the 
march wore a “Stop 447” badge or 
sticker, with the slogan also appearing 
on special yellow and black flags. 
Some marchers also carried placards 
that denounced “Holocaust hyenas” or 
declared, “No reparations for Jews”. 

There were banners and symbols 
denouncing LGBT people along 
with luridly illustrated anti-abortion 
banners. This year’s march also 
included a noticeable number of priests, 
nuns and religious church banners. 

And, unlike previous Independence 
Day marches, the football hooligan 
firms that traditionally make up 
strong elements of the demo did 
not wear team colours. Instead they 
wore Polish national football scarves, 
many with white power Celtic cross 
symbols on them. The aim was to stop 
the groups fighting with each other, 
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but the implementation showed the 
fascists are able to impose a measure 
of discipline on some of their most 
aggressive supporters. 

The fascists are growing out of the 
general rise of the far right in Poland 
and feeding off the legitimisation of 
their politics by the PiS. But the shift 
of themes on the march is aimed at 
widening their base of support. 

First they are attempting to appeal 
to “angry young men” — football 
hooligans and army reservists (a 
new paid scheme is encouraging 
tens of thousands of mainly young 
men join civil defence groups). In 
a recent survey, Poles aged under 40 
were asked to name the biggest threat 
facing the country. Among women, the 
most popular answer was the climate 
crisis, while among men it was “gender 
ideology” and the LGBT movement. 


The huge march 


sets off, stewarded 
by MW cadres 
(top). Offensive 
anti-abortion and 
anti-LGBT banners 
(right), and (left) a 
moment of relief 
as anti-fascists 
drop a banner over 
the march route 


Second, the fascists are making 
a pitch for Poland’s conservative 
Catholic community by “defending the 
family” and the church, and militantly 
opposing LGBT rights and abortion. 

The antisemitism of the “Stop 447” 
campaign sounds a particularly grim 
historical echo, given the almost 
total devastation of Poland’s pre-war 
Jewish community in the Holocaust. 
It is deeply alarming that the fascists 
have been able to make this a popular 
street slogan and to push the PiS 
government on the issue. 

The Warsaw protest has also 
become a key gathering spot for 
fascist and far right parties across 
Europe. There were delegations on 
the march from Slovak fascist groups, 
the Sweden Democrats, Italy’s Forza 
Nuova, Jobbik and the Our Homeland 
Movement from Hungary. There was 
also an array of small groups from 
across Europe, including a handful 
from the British National Party. 

Ruch Narodowy also held a 
gathering for its members and 
supporters living outside Poland on 
the day before the march. 


A more encouraging note was struck 
by the counter-protest staged by 
anti-fascists on the day. The Antifascist 
Coalition, which organised the loud 
and lively protest, said 15,000 turned 
out. This is significantly bigger 

than previous mobilisations and 
demonstrates a real desire to oppose 
the fascists taking to the streets. 

A group of anti-fascist activists also 
succeeded in a superb banner-drop 
on the route of the fascist-led march. 
Painted across a Polish flag were 
LGBT, Roma, Jewish, Christian and 
Muslim symbols. The march organisers 
halted the demo and sent a group of 
thugs onto the roof to cut it down. Only 
then did the march move on. 

We have warned before that although 
the fascist groups in Poland were 
relatively weak in electoral terms they 
were growing in size and confidence, 
and were being aided and legitimised 
by the increasingly rightward moves of 
the PiS. One year on the fascists have 
become a serious electoral force as well 
as one that can mobilise many tens of 
thousands on the streets. 
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Made in America 


White supremacists from the US are using the Scandza Forum to gain an audience 
and organisational links in Europe. Charles Tanner and Leonard Zeskind report 


igures from the further reaches of the US white 

supremacist movement have been bringing 

their politics to Europe through events run by 

the Scandza Forum. The forum was founded 

in 2017 as a meeting point for white nationalist 
leaders from across North America, Europe and Scandinavia 
by a man using the name Frdédi Midjord. Past events have 
been dominated by speakers and have featured live music, 
as well as strenuous attempts to screen attendees. And 
Scandza’s meetings have continued, with forums gathering in 
Copenhagen on 12 October 2019 and in Oslo on 2 November. 

A 2018 forum in Stockholm drew about 200 men and 
very few women, many of them first-time attendees. 
Speakers at that event included Seattle-based white 
supremacist Greg Johnson and Jared Taylor of American 
Renaissance. Taylor was not be expected to be at this year’s 
event, as he has been banned from Europe under hate 
crime laws. At last year’s meeting, Patrick Casey, of the 
American Identity Movement, also had a speaking role. 
This year Johnson, who is at the centre of Counter- 

Currents Publishing, was set to speak at both the October 
and November events. He claims to have spoken at every 
Scandza event to date. Johnson has written, “Adolf Hitler 
did, in fact, agree with our principles...” He also claimed 
that Hitler’s “greatest flaw” was an “excess of kindness” 


Greg Johnson: 
a dedicated follower 
of Adolf Hitler 
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toward Jews. But Johnson’s trip around Scandinavia was 
interrupted this year by his arrest in Norway, as a threat 
to national interests, just a few hours before he was due to 
speak at the Oslo forum. 

Kevin MacDonald was also due to speak at both Scandza 
Forum events this year. MacDonald, a retired psychology 
professor at California State University, has written three 
quasi-academic books promoting antisemitism. As the 
editor of Occidental Quarterly, MacDonald has a position 
on the intellectual side of white nationalism. As a director 
of the American Freedom Party he also has standing on the 
activist side of white nationalism. 

At the end of June 2019, the American Freedom Party 
had a “nationalist solutions” meeting in Tennessee with 
the Council of Conservative Citizens and the League of 
the South as its partners. Former Ku Klux Klan leader 
David Duke was the banquet speaker. About 150 members 
of these groups attended. The American Freedom Party 
has better opportunities for growth than other US white 
nationalist groups because of the wide breadth of its group 
of directors, which includes Don Wassall who led the 
Populist Party in the 1990s. 

Tomislav Suni¢, another director of the American 
Freedom Party, was also listed as a speaker at the Scandza 
Forums this October. Suni¢, born in the former Yugoslavia, 


‘Adolf Hitler did, in fact,agree 
with our principles...’ 


is a Croatian activist. He received a doctorate in political 
science in 1988 from the University of California and from 
1988 to 1993, he taught at California State University, 

the University of California, and Juniata College, in 
Pennsylvania. Because of his biography, he is often invited 
to speak at gatherings such as the Scandza Forum, but he 
has little to actually add to the discussion. 

The Scandza Forum is a step toward an internationalist 
white nationalist front. It will lead to greater levels of 
communication and joint practice across borders. In 
previous decades the style was to have individual leaders 
make tours — and make international friends, the way the 
then British National Party leader John Tyndall toured the 
US in 1991. But individuals, rather than groups of people, 
do not offer true cross-border cooperation. Now the 
Scandza Forum is making that possible. ® 
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A new book traces anti-fascist writer Stieg Larsson’s files on the murder of Swedish 
prime minister Olof Palme. Gerry Gable was a friend of Stieg and was involved too... 


Playing with fire 


The Man Who Played 
with Fire: Stieg Larsson’s 
Lost Files and the Hunt 
for an Assassin 


Jan Stocklassa 


(Amazon Crossing, 2019) 


first met Jan Stocklassa in 

London three years ago. I had 

been invited by a Swedish TV 

production company that was 

in the early stages of making 
programmes relating to the life of 
Stieg Larsson, a Swedish investigative 
journalist and writer. 

Stieg had been a longtime friend of 
Searchlight, writing regular reports 
for us about neo-nazis in his country. 
He decided to try to launch an anti- 
fascist publication and wanted to pick 
my brains. Although we had never 
met previously, we found that we had 
much in common. We met in a greasy 
spoon cafe, near Victoria Station, 
London, for what I thought would be 
an hour. 

Several hours later we were still 
exchanging our experiences and 
discussing how Searchlight had gone 
from being an occasional newspaper 
in 1964 to a monthly magazine in the 
1970s. From then on we became like 
extended family, with Searchlight 
people making regular trips to 
Sweden to visit Expo, the magazine 
Stieg set up, and for speaking tours 
during which we met Eva, who had 
been Stieg’s partner since their teens. 

It was a time of organised nazi 
violence in Sweden. A Searchlight 
journalist, Graeme Atkinson, who 
was showing a BBC TV crew around, 
was targeted by nazi thugs and 
escaped being murdered by seconds 


Winter 2019 


Mystery trail: 
asSassinated 
prime minister 
Olof Palme (top), 
Stieg Larsson 
(centre) and Jan 
Stocklassa 


because of his quick wits. Times could 
be tough for other reasons too. When 
donations ran out, Stieg still kept 
right in there, although Expo hit a 
temporary stop. 

Then tragedy struck when Olof 
Palme, Sweden’s prime minister and 
leader of the Social Democratic Party, 
was shot down coming out of a cinema 
with his wife in February 1986. The 
assassination shocked the world. 

There were people who wanted 
Palme out of the way, including 
wealthy magnates who were breaking 
the strict embargo laws on selling 
arms to regimes such as apartheid 


South Africa. These people hated Stieg 


and wanted Palme dead. 

Stieg was a close friend of the dead 
prime minister and his wife, who 
gave him the rights to the story of the 
killing. But Stieg, without a magazine 
of his own at the time, handed them 
on to Searchlight. Then supporters in 
Sweden came forward and helped give 
Expo a second life. 

Meanwhile, through Searchlight’s 
infiltrators in rightwing Conservative 
groups in Britain, such as the Monday 
Club, we were getting invitations to 
meet people involved in the far right 
in Sweden. As a result I was able to 
have lunch with a man called 

Bertil Wedin, known for 

his work on behalf on the 

apartheid regime in South 
African. 

In 2004, Stieg sadly 
passed away from a medical 
condition he was born with. 
But unknown to us, Jan 

Stocklassa had started his 
work and had gained access 
to all the exchanges between 


Bertil Wedin, a prime suspect 
in the Palme assassination, 
not for pulling the trigger but 


me and Stieg — and the lead to 


for acting as a fixer. When I first met 
Jan, we found a mutual interest not 
only in Stieg’s life but in the Palme 
case. He bravely travelled to North 
Cyprus and managed to interview 
Wedin a number of times. The fruits of 
Jan’s investigation can now be found 
in this excellent book. 

I think Jan has the same blood 
running in his veins as Stieg in the fight 
against the far right and I was honoured 
to work with him. The book is written 


but maybe the case is not closed. e 
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Paul Jackson 


Our regular commentator reviews a new book on the 
development of far right politics internationally 


Into the mainstream 


The New Authoritarians: 
Convergence on the Right 


David Renton (Pluto Press, 2019) 


he nature of far right politics is changing, 

according to David Renton, allowing it to 

exert an ever greater impact. He argues that 

there is a new politics of convergence under 

way that explains the far right’s rise, from 
the successes of electoral parties, such as the Lega in Italy 
and the Rassemblement National in France, to rightwing 
politicians from the mainstream who thrive by embracing 
far right politics, such as US president Donald Trump. 

In sum, the far right is making gains because its more 
successful variants are moderating, while at the same time 
mainstream parties of the right have adopted some of 
the core ideas of the far right to increase their popularity. 
However, this new form of convergence is not fascism, 
according to Renton, although it may open up possibilities 
for more extreme politics to emerge in future. 

The New Authoritarians explores this theme of 
convergence through eight well researched chapters that 
offer a great deal of useful analysis. Renton gives space to 
a range of case studies, as well as detailed exploration of 
some of the underlying factors he identifies as causing this 
shift. He presents the growth of a new far right agenda as 
a result of long-term cultural factors, such as the waning 
memory of the Second World War and the anti-fascist 
outlook it fostered, alongside the impact of 9/11 in creating 
a new popular target for far right politics to exploit: Muslim 
communities. He also considers the impact of economic 
crises and reduced public spending, provoking voters to 
search for something new. In doing so, he addresses the 
failure of the left to offer those attracted to this new type of 
far right politics a real alternative to economic liberalism. 

While readers may agree or disagree with these 


24 | Searchlight 


Paul Jackson is 
a senior lecturer 
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ideology today 


contextualising points, the book acts as a good primer for 
some key national case studies. His chapter on how the far 
right has reinvented itself after 1945 focuses on Julius Evola 
and largely tells the story of Italian far right politics in the 
postwar period. The move by the Italian Social Movement 
to reject its fascist heritage and develop into a new force in 
alliance with Silvio Berlusconi in the 1990s offers an early 
example of the type of convergence that can be found more 
recently in other countries. He also addresses the wider 
influence of obscure figures such as Evola, rightly identified 
both as a philosopher espousing fascist ideals, and as 
influential on figures such as Steve Bannon. 

Three more chapters examine the new politics of far right 
convergence in Britain, the US and France. The chapter on 
Britain inevitably focuses on the politics of Brexit, drawing 
out the rise of hardline Euroscepticism, the formation and 
rise of UKIP and the blurring of the conservative right 
and the far right in the Conservative Party in recent years. 
The book was written before Boris Johnson became prime 
minister, but presumably Renton would now have plenty to 
say on his role in exemplifying his thesis of convergence on 
the right between the mainstream and the far right. 


Developments 


The rise of Trump is the focus of the chapter on the US. 
This again acts as a good summary of key developments, 
such as the new political space opened up by the Tea 
Party movement and Trump’s promotion of the Birther 
conspiracy theory, which claims that former president 
Barack Obama was not a US citizen and was a secret 
Muslim. Breitbart News, the “Gamergate” online 
movement, figures such as Alex Jones and Steve Bannon, 
and the 2017 white supremacist rally in Charlottesville are 
all addressed as key developments in Trump’s rise, yet the 
discussion also highlights continuities between Trump’s 
politics and those of earlier Republican presidents. As 
elsewhere, here Renton is interested in presenting readers 
with long-term context as well as more recent shifts. 

The French case is also well summarised. Renton examines 
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the emergence of Jean-Marie Le Pen and the Front National, 
exploring its successes from the 1980s to the 2000s, as well 
as the complex responses from the French conservative right 
to the FN. The chapter also rightly presents the increased 
successes of Marine Le Pen’s version of the party as a result 
of its relative (and incomplete) moderation, alongside wider 
problems within French politics. Moreover, while Emmanuel 
Macron was able to defeat Le Pen in the most recent 
presidential race, for Renton his political position has its own 
problems and his centrist views should not be seen as an 
answer to the far right. 

The final chapters of the book build on these discussions 
to offer some further context. One stresses the need 
to recognise the internationalisation of the far right. 
Reflecting a wider turn to think more about how such 
groups influence each other, and develop alliances across 
borders, Renton highlights how the recent impact of the 
far right is not simply due to domestic factors in each 
country. Another stresses that the recent successes of the 
far right can be seen as a response to reductions in welfare 
spending, especially since the economic crash of 2008. 

While policies of cuts and austerity were an early 
response to the economic crisis, for Renton their effect 
helped create calls for a new politics of nationalism, which 
saw immigrants as an increasing problem: cut migration 
and the poor could retain welfare spending and the rich 
could have tax cuts. Another chapter looks to the future 
and explains that, while this new far right politics rejects 
the extremism of fascism, this may change in coming 


US president 
Donald Trump 
has thrived on his 
embrace of far 
right politics 


years. For Renton, while a new variant of fascism in its 
1930s configurations is unlikely, far right politicians with 
authoritarian tendencies may emulate aspects of the fascist 
past to create something new in the years to come. 

His conclusion ends with several propositions to tackle 
the far right. Highlighting the book’s target audience — 
activists on the left who Renton feels need to lead the 
effort to prevent the continued convergence on the right 
— these present some interesting points. The first stresses 
the need to call out the racism of the far right. However, 
while important, this does already happen. The problem 
seems to be making those who are sympathetic to the new 
far right care that their words and acts are often racist. 
Another criticises the left for not doing enough to provide a 
truly visionary alternative to the far right. 

This is a point echoed by many others working in this 
area. Indeed, given the many errors and examples of basic 
incompetence found within the far right it is a constant 
wonder why the left — moderate or radical — is often in 
such a poor position. Renton also argues that the left needs 
to be able to defend itself, given the violent nature of the 
far right. This point again underscores why this is more 
an activist’s book that an academic one. While sometimes 
violent at the fringe, the type of electorally successful 
far right Renton is focused on often eschews physical 
aggression to become successful. Is physical confrontation 
really an answer here? The book’s political perspective 
is overt but you do not have to agree with all of Renton’s 
politics to find this a worthwhile read. ® 
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The war after the war 


We Fight Fascists is a new history of the 43 Group, the anti-fascist organisation formed by 
Jewish ex-servicemen to fight the followers of Oswald Mosley from 1946 to 1950. Here we 
present an interview with author Daniel Sonabend, below, and an exclusive extract 


What first drew you to tell the story of 
the 43 Group? 

DS | first heard about the 43 Group from a 
close friend not long after | left university 

in 2011. The story really surprised me, first 
because | did not know there were fascists 
active in Britain after World War Two, and 
second because | was amazed that the story 
of Jewish ex-servicemen going on the attack 
against the fascists was not better known in 
the Anglo-Jewish community. My friend and | 
decided that the group would be a wonderful 
subject for a television drama. 


Instead of a drama, though, you have 
produced a very accurate and detailed 
historical account. 

DS Over the years of trying to bring this 
story to the screen | did a great deal of 
research in various archives and conducted 
some dozen interviews with veterans of the 
group. Consequently, | built up a wealth of 
knowledge about the period. This was also a 


Oswald Mosley, 
the 43 Group's 
sworn enemy 
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time in which the far right became very active 
around the world and it struck me that the 
story of the 43 Group was more relevant now 
than ever. | became convinced that | had to 
tell the group’s story however | could and | 
jumped at the opportunity to write a book. 


The book is a warts and all account of 
the 43 Group. This was a brave choice. 
What made you decide to be so honest? 
DS When | interviewed the veterans of the 
group many were at pains to state that it was 
not comprised of superheroes who could do 
no wrong, but of normal people who just tried 
to do their best and made mistakes along 
the way. Personally, | do not think that an 
individual's or organisation’s mistakes detract 
from their good intentions. Everyone gets 
things wrong and | hope that by including 

the errors as well as the triumphs, the group 
comes across as more relatable and inspires 
today’s anti-fascists. 


What impact do you think it will have 
on other minority groups that are still 
under fire? 

DS One of the focuses of my book is the 
debate that occurred within the Jewish 
community about whether or not an active 
and violent response to far right provocation 
was appropriate. On the one hand, the 

43 Group took the view that a direct and 
confrontational response was essential, 
whereas the Jewish Board of Deputies 
believed such approaches would be counter- 


, productive and only lead to more hostility. 


Although | am no expert on the internal 
dynamics of other minority communities, 
| am sure similar debates occur when they 
are targeted by the far right. My book gives 
an example of what can happen when the 
community gets caught up in infighting, but 
also, hopefully, shows that there is a place for 
both the subtle political methods employed 
by community leaders and the more direct 
approaches of young radicals. 


We Fight Fascists 


Daniel Sonabend 
(Verso, 2019) 


EXTRACT 


n November 1947 Oswald 

Mosley, who has been 

operating in the shadows 

since the war’s end, prepares 

to announce his return to 
public life at a mass meeting of 
fascists in London. The 43 Group are 
determined to spoil his plans, but only 
learn of the event’s location from one 
of their spies, at the very last minute. 

The fascists began arriving at 
Memorial Hall around 4pm in groups 
of six. Their tickets were checked 
first by a commissionaire outside the 
building and then again by a steward 
once inside. 

There were also “three fascist 
toughs patrolling outside”, wrote 
Group spy James Cotter, “with two 
other strong-arm boys on the steps 
and more in the lobby. At each turn of 
the stairs there were guards, some of 
them wearing black shirts, sweaters or 
ties” — with the return of Mosley, the 
old garb, hidden away for years, was 
making a comeback. 

Outside the venue, a deployment 
of ten policemen helped the fascists 
with security, and the rest of the area’s 
force was waiting on standby at Snow 
Hill Police Station just around the 
corner. 

By 5pm the hall was filled with 
950 members of the faithful. At 7pm 
Mosley finally emerged to a rapturous 
welcome, an entrance later described 
by Cotter in On Guard: “When Mosley 
walked on to the platform the whole 
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audience rose to its feet, gave the 
Hitler salute, and sieg-heiled him for 
a full ten minutes. The hysteria died 
down and Mosley started to speak.” 

Almost in the first few seconds he 
mentioned the 43 Group and boasted 
that they had not been able to find his 
meeting place. At that moment the 
familiar cry — “Down with Fascism” — 
was heard from the street outside. 

The 43 Group had rendezvoused at 
the Express Building on Fleet Street, 
just around the corner, and Group 
leaders Gerry Flamberg, Geoffrey 
Bernerd and Field Commander Reg 
Morris devised a strategy as they 
waited for the rank and file to arrive. 
Once all were gathered, the 43ers then 
set off in small groups, some walking 
straight down the main thoroughfare 
of Farringdon Street, others taking the 
side streets. 

Whatever the route, they had to 
ensure that they all appeared outside 
the hall at roughly the same time, if 
they wanted to have any chance of 
busting through the police cordon in 
front of the hall. 

According to Group member Lennie 
Rolnick, “Gerry mustered all of us 
into a formation unit. He marched 
in front and led us forward with the 
purpose of breaking through the 
police and into the meeting, thus 
creating enough havoc to force the 
police to stop the meeting. The police 
had drawn their truncheons. That was 
to our advantage, for they normally 
locked arms which made it difficult to 
penetrate their lines.” 

By that point, Philip Evans 
recollected, fascists had started to 
appear at the massive ornate windows 
above. “Some of us started shouting 
up at them and there were loads of 
police and we knew there were loads 
more around the back too. Eventually, 
Gerry Flamberg said, ‘Go, go, go,’ 
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and those who were in the front 

ran toward the police cordon and 
suddenly things were flying out of the 
window: bricks, bottles, even broken 
chairs, they must have broken a 
couple of chairs and thrown them out 
the window at us.” 

An exodus of men and boys had 
deserted the hall to repel the invaders, 
while Mosley retreated to the wings 
along with his wife and mother and 
a number of other prominent ladies. 
While some fascists took to pelting 
the Group from above, others sprinted 
down to the entrance hall planning 
to intercept any Group members who 
broke through the cordon. 

A few 43ers did and were met in the 
hall with an impressive staircase on 
which dozens of fascists were waiting. 
A few of the more foolhardy Group 
members ran up the stairs but were 
quickly grabbed and flung back down. 

No one was going to be throwing 
massive Reg Morris anywhere, 
however, and when he managed 
to break into the hall he broke all 
tackles and charged up to the massive 
bookcases that stood at the top of 


the stairs, heaved one off the wall, 
and sent it crashing onto the fascists 
below. 

But Morris and the few others who 
had stormed the hall realised there 
were nowhere near enough of them 
to upset the meeting and they beat a 
hasty retreat out the building. 

After a few minutes, the police 
reinforcements stationed around the 
corner had arrived, and they were 
able to force the Group back to the 
road’s central reservation where the 
hundreds of Group members brought 
traffic to a standstill. 

With no chance of getting into the 
hall, the Group changed tactics; when 
Flamberg seized a large projectile and 
hurled it at one of the windows, the 
others followed suit. Unfortunately, 
he was spotted and officers moved to 
arrest him. 

This was dangerous: Flamberg had 
been bound over; if he was arrested 
there could be serious repercussions. 
The 43 Groupers jumped on the 
policeman who had hold of Flamberg 
and wrestled him out of the copper’s 
clutches. Flamberg dived through 
the melee and escaped, and for some 
reason Len Sherman was arrested 
instead. 

Like Flamberg, Philip Evansky 
was also currently bound over and 
so when he was grabbed by a police 
officer in the act of throwing a 
brick one of his comrades shouted, 
“Come on we've got to get him out,” 
deliberately avoiding using his name. 
Several boys jumped on the officer 
who had hold of Evansky, allowing 
him to escape. 

According to PC Wells, when he 
attempted to make an arrest he was 
picked up by ten or twelve men who 
proceeded to throw him between two 
stationary cars in the middle of the 
road. 8 
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A life in the struggle 


Maurice Ludmer, the former editor of Searchlight magazine, is remembered by his 
colleague Andy Bell as a deeply committed and highly principled campaigner 


young British Army private, a 
Birmingham motor-trade apprentice 
until his call-up, was seconded to the 

War Graves Commission in Europe, 

and visited the concentration camp at 
Belsen. It was a year after the liberation, the place had 
been cleaned up, but there was still enough evidence of 

the unbelievable atrocities that had happened there, in the 
heart of Europe, in the middle of the 20th century. And 
there and then, the soldier pledged himself, wholeheartedly 
and irrevocably, to seeing that this could never happen 
again.” That young soldier was Maurice Ludmer — and he 
remained true to his word, campaigning to make the words 
“Never again” into more than just a slogan. 

Maurice’s harrowing experience at the Nazi 
concentration camp was recalled in his obituary, quoted 
here and originally published in Searchlight, the magazine 
he had edited until his sudden death in 1981 at the age 
of only 54. His death deprived the postwar anti-fascist 
and anti-racist movement of one of its leading figures. 

On a bright, blustery day in early September this year, 
former friends, colleagues and comrades assembled in 
Birmingham to remember him. 

The gathering was prompted not by an anniversary or 
a particular event but by a request from a member of the 
National Union of Journalists from Ireland, who contacted 
Searchlight to ask if he could visit Maurice’s grave and 
pay his respects. It was subsequently discovered that the 
grave was in serious disrepair and the headstone itself had 
fallen. Steps were swiftly taken to remedy this and it was at 
the restored grave that people gathered to mark Maurice’s 
unique and extraordinary contribution to the fight against 
racism and fascism. Afterwards, at a lunch in Birmingham, 
people who knew and worked with Maurice spoke of him 
with enormous respect and affection. 

At the graveside one of Maurice’s daughters, Karen 
Ludmer, representing his family, read a tribute she had 
written with her sister, Benita (see box, overleaf). There 
were funny and touching anecdotes about their father 
but, crucially, they observed, “So much of what our father 
wrote about over 40 years ago not only still resonates 
today but even more so. As memories of the past fade, and 
the ideologies he fought are sadly becoming again more 
mainstream, it gets harder and harder to say, ‘Never again.” 

Maurice went into the army with his political beliefs 
already well honed. He was a member of the Young 
Communist League but the direction in which he was to 
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Maurice Ludmer, 


the former editor 
of Searchlight, was 
an anti-fascist 

and anti-racist 
campaigner 
throughout his life 


travel for the rest of his life was set by that visit to Belsen 
and by the contacts he made with former members of the 
French resistance during his time in the army. 

When he returned to Birmingham in the early 1950s, 
and having married his wife Liz, Maurice was at the 
forefront of campaigning with the Communist Party and 
active in the organisations it sponsored, such as the British 
Peace Council, and in local tenants’ groups and other 
campaigns. But in the ensuing years events were to unfold 
that would have an enduring effect on his life and work. 

First, anti-immigrant racism was spreading like a bush 
fire, particularly in the Midlands where Maurice lived, 
fanned by local Conservative Party associations where 
racism was so deeply embedded as to be institutionalised. 
Notting Hill, in west London, and Nottingham, in the East 
Midlands, were the scenes of violent white “race riots”. 

And in 1964 a Conservative parliamentary candidate, 
Peter Griffiths, beat Labour’s candidate, Patrick Gordon 
Walker, after Griffiths’s supporters campaigned with the 
slogan, “If you want a nigger for a neighbour, vote Labour.” 
Griffiths didn’t use the slogan himself but repeatedly 
refused to distance himself from activists who did. And 
then came Enoch Powell and his notorious “Rivers of 
blood” speech. 


Confronting 


Working with Jagmohan Joshi of the Indian Workers’ 
Association and leaders of other immigrant organisations, 
Maurice helped to set up the Coordinating Committee 
against Racism (known as CARD), which placed itself 

in the vanguard of confronting the ugly racist tide that 
swept up many people, particularly among the working 
class. CARD campaigned on the ground, with its leaders 
often placing themselves at considerable physical risk. It 
published groundbreaking campaigning materials and 
produced arguably the first clear analysis of how this 
racism had been spawned and was able to spread. Maurice 
parted company with the Communist Party at this time 
because he felt it was paying insufficient attention to the 
issue of working class racism. 

But something else was going on as well. Various neo- 
nazi and fascist groups, which for obvious reasons had 
gained little traction in the early postwar period, were now 
gearing up, taking full advantage of the hostility being 
whipped up against immigrant communities. 

However, there was also opposition to the likes of the 
National Socialist Movement and the Greater Britain 
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Movement, especially in London, where Searchlight 
magazine was first published. Its editors included two 
Labour MPs and its research director was Gerry Gable. 
This first iteration of Searchlight, produced in newspaper 
format, appeared only a handful of times but it brought 
Maurice into contact with those at the sharp end of anti- 
fascist campaigning. When Searchlight was relaunched in 
1975, Maurice became first its managing editor and, shortly 
afterwards, the editor, with overall control over the contents. 
The Searchlight relaunch came in direct response to a 
resurgence of the far right. In 1967 a process of coalescence 
had begun, when the League of Empire Loyalists and the 
British National Party combined to form the National 
Front, under the leadership of AK Chesterton. The NF 
was joined by the Greater Britain Movement, led by John 
Tyndall, who in short order deposed Chesterton and took 
over. It achieved impressive growth in a short space of 
time, successfully plundering Conservative associations 
all over the country for racist members who brought with 
them political skills and experience that the extreme right 
had previously lacked. By the mid-1970s the NF posed 
a significant potential threat, winning tens of thousands 
of votes in local elections and turning out sizeable street 
demonstrations. 


Intelligence 


This was a turning point. Searchlight was at the forefront 
of campaigning against the NF, analysing what was 

going on and exposing the leaders for what they were — 
unreconstructed nazis concealing their true affiliations to 
ride the racist wave. Searchlight provided intelligence to 
support the network of local anti-fascist and anti-racist 
groups around the country and reported on their activities. 

When most of these groups were superseded in 1977 
by the launch of the Anti Nazi League, it was fitting that 
Maurice should be a founder member. The intelligence 
and campaigning materials provided by Searchlight were 
central to the devastating ANL propaganda campaigns 
against the NF that played such a huge part in its demise. 

But Maurice was more than just a political animal. He 
loved sport, a passion that began when he was at college as 
a young man, and until he died he was the Morning Star’s 
football correspondent, regularly reporting from games 
around the Midlands. He was president of Birmingham 
Trades Council and chair of Birmingham NUJ branch. He 
loved music, devoured books and films, was a passionate 
cook and, above all, he was a family man utterly devoted to 
his wife and children. 

Maurice’s unique contribution to our struggle was well 
put in Searchlight’s obituary in 1981. “Maurice believed 
passionately that fascism could not be effectively fought 
without attacking racism as well; he believed, too, that 
black workers must play their full part in the struggle 
against the most extreme and virulent form of racism, the 
National Front and its allies. Throughout his life Maurice 
taught anti-fascism to anti-racists and anti-racism to 
anti-fascists, convincing each of the vital necessity of unity. 
Perhaps uniquely among anti-racists, he was bitterly aware 
of the ideological continuum between the mildest racialist 
sentiments and death camps.” e 
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Colleagues of 
Maurice Ludmer 
at Searchlight in 
the 1970s and 
1980s honour his 
memory: Andy 
Bell (left) and 
playwright David 
Edgar (centre) 
are with today’s 
Searchlight editor, 
Gerry Gable 


Karen Ludmer's speech at the graveside 


Our father died at the very young age of 54, and we were 
fortunate enough to be young adults at the time. We grew up 
surrounded by his work and comrades, fielding phone calls 
at home, passing on messages and - regularly, in preparation 
for upcoming family celebrations - tidying up the huge pile of 
documents in the dining room that were awaiting their new 
home in permanent Searchlight premises. 

In addition to his work as editor at Searchlight, he was also a committed 
trade unionist and, at the time of his death, was the chair of Birmingham 
Trades Council, as well as an active member of the NUJ and a founder 
member of the Anti Nazi League. 

On a personal note, he loved his haunt, Drukers coffee shop in Moseley, 
he always took the phone off the hook so no on disturbed him watching 
Star Trek, football, and to eat his meal. He took mum out every Saturday 
night without fail and made sure us girls had copious amounts of his 
delicious barbecued chicken before leaving. It was his love of cooking that 
| personally remember the most. He taught me how to make the best 
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chicken soup in the world, the most tasty slow-cooked minced beef balls 
in gravy and bay leaf, and the most amazing red cabbage in onions, wine 
and apple. 

Sometimes he laughed so much at programmes like Steptoe and Son, 
Morecambe and Wise and Dad's Army that he literally nearly split his 
stomach. He had such a great sense of humour and, as the only male 
among five women in the house, he often used to say it was a life saver. 

He loved dogs and especially our family pet, Butch, who he adored. 
He would drive all the way from central Birmingham in his lunch hour 
just to take him out for his midday 20 minute walk and then drive all the 
way back into town. Bless him, he was a brilliant taxi service as well and 
instrumental in keeping our social lives going - well, what were dads for? 

We were all immensely proud of the work he did and understood 
from a very early age how important it all was and its implications. As 
you're gathered together today you are not only commemorating a man 
who dedicated his life to fighting racism and antisemitism, but also your 
commitment to keeping these dark and ever menacing forces at bay. 

We thank you and share this moment with you. 

@ This speech was written by Karen Ludmer with her sister, Benita. 
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Tributes to Maurice 


Activists paid tribute to Maurice when he died in 1981. 


Earlier than most, he warned of the possible 
dangers of a revival of the reactionary right. 
He saw it coming long before the rest of us 
did; understood better than most the soil 

out of which fascism arises; and, very early, 
determined to do something about it, to 
mobilise and alert the left to a danger it had 
disregarded for too long. He saw the fatal 
connection between the old fascism and the 
new racism. And he understood, politically 
and in terms of popular psychology, how these 
reactionary doctrines and ideas could take 
root and win hearts and minds. He entered the 
lists against it. He poured enormous energy, 
time, conviction into building and mobilising 
people for the anti-fascist, anti-racist struggle. 
Searchlight is a powerful testimony to his 
political courage and single-mindedness. 

— Professor Stuart Hall 


Maurice was always prepared to stand up 
and be counted. He fought racism in the only 
effective way it can be countered, by meeting 
it head on. We must carry on and add to the 
constructive contribution he has made to the 
anti-racist movement. 

— Joan Lestor MP, former Searchlight editor 


Because of his devotion to the cause, because 

of his immense courage, because he had no 
notion of self-aggrandisement, of getting places, 
of taking personal credit, Maurice was trusted 
by everyone in the movement, as no one else 
has ever been. He heeded the black voice and 
opened the pages of his magazine to the black 
experience. He understood that for black people 
today the fight was against racism and therefore 
fascism. And he taught us all - blacks and whites 
- that without linking the anti-racist anti-fascist 
struggle to the working class movement as a 
whole the battle could never be won. 

— Staff of the Institute of Race Relations 


Although his loss may be felt most keenly 

in the Midlands where his trade union work 
was concentrated, he will also be sorely 

missed throughout the whole country - and 
indeed beyond these shores - for the unique 
contribution he made to the international 

fight against the evils of racism ad fascism. The 
struggle against racism will go on after Maurice 
Ludmer - but a doughty fighter has been lost for 
the cause that he held most dear. 

— Len Murray, general secretary, TUC 
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Anti-racist and anti-fascist campaigners drove the British 
National Party out of Stoke. But now an ex-member is 
trying to become the city’s mayor. Cathy Pound reports 


Nazi mayor? Nothanks 


Melanie Baddeley 
in her BNP days 


o nazi mayor for Stoke!” That's 

N the new slogan of NorSCARF, 
which was first set up in the 

1970s as North Staffordshire Campaign 
Against Racism and Fascism. The group 
has been kept busy over the years, 
especially during the period when the 
British National Party had a clutch of 
councillors in Stoke-on-Trent and party 
leader Nick Griffin referred to the town 
as the BNP’s “jewel in the crown”. 

NorSCARF battled to remove all the BNP 
councillors and also mobilised against the 
English Defence League, which staged one of 
its largest and most violent demos in Stoke. 

Searchlight was pleased to be represented 
at NorsCARF's 2019 AGM, where activists 
discussed their most recent activities, including 
being part of the campaign to stop “Tommy 
Robinson” (real name Stephen Yaxley-Lennon) 
in his bid to be elected as an MEP. 

But NorSCARF's latest campaign is a local 
one. The slogan, “No nazi mayor for Stoke!” 
refers to councillor Melanie Baddeley, a former 
member of the BNP who now sits as a so-called 
“City Independent”. She is seeking to become 
Stoke's mayor for 2020-21, having recently 
been selected as deputy mayor for this year. 

NorSCARF is determined to expose Baddeley 
and stop her taking the mayoral position. 
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Baddeley has stood twice as a BNP council 
candidate and once as a parliamentary 
candidate. After the successful campaign to 
drive the BNP off the council, it is important 
to prevent its ex-members sneaking back into 
positions of influence. 

The anti-racist group has also spoken out 
against councillor Shaun Bennett, another City 
Independent and previously a Conservative 
Party activist, when he called for Stoke to stop 
housing asylum seekers - a group that, as 
NorSCARF has pointed out, actually makes up a 
tiny 0.3% of the population in Stoke. 

NorSCARF has long had an involvement in 
national campaigns and events when attention 
has turned towards Stoke. In 2009, a huge Love 
Music Hate Racism festival was held at Stoke 
City's football stadium, while in 2012, NorSCARF 
ensured a public meeting was held after John 
Burnett published The New Geographies of 
Racism: Stoke-on-Trent. 

Now Stoke is again the focus of attention as 
the strongest “Leave” area following the 2016 
EU membership referendum. The large Leave 
vote and the formerly substantial BNP vote 
means both UKIP and the Brexit Party have set 
their sights on Stoke. 


Refugees 


NorSCARF is active throughout the year and 
keeps up a presence at local events to ensure 
its profile is maintained. NorSCARF activists 
have been involved in everything from running 
Stalls at the Staffordshire Vegan Festival and 
the local Hiroshima Day commemoration event 
to joining the Global Strike for Climate on 20 
September 2019 to highlight the estimated 

200 million people who may be forced to 
migrate by the climate crisis by 2050. NorSCARF 
produced a “Climate refugees welcome” flyer, 
arguing that refugee and migrant justice must 
be central to climate change campaigns. 

The anti-racist and anti-fascist campaigners 
at NorSCARF won't be slowing down their 
efforts any time soon. And it is a credit to all 
involved that every attempt by the racists and 
fascists to mobilise has been countered by 
those determined to show that racism must 
not divide us. ® 


hen I was 
elected as TUC 
president on 
11 September 
2013, I became 
the first Muslim and the first South 
Asian to hold the president’s position. 
In recent years, trade union Unite 
has published a series of booklets on 
men and women who have featured 
prominently in the history of Unite 
and its predecessor unions. I was 
delighted to be asked to help with a 
biography about myself — Steering 
from the Front, by Mark Metcalf. It 
was hard work but I am pleased with 
the outcome. 

Shortly after my election as TUC 
president, I was delighted and proud 
when I was approached to feature 
in a poster campaign launched by 
the Joint Council for the Welfare of 
Immigrants. Many people saw my 
photo and the words, “My name is 
Mohammad Taj. I am an immigrant. 
For 40 years I have been a bus driver 
and committed trade unionist fighting 
for the rights of ordinary working 
people.” 

Steering from the Front has 
allowed me to expand on that short 
statement. It has given me the 
opportunity to explain and reflect 
upon what I have tried to achieve by 
working collectively with others. 

I was born in Kunjar Mal, a small 
agricultural village in Pakistan- 
administered Kashmir. Like many 
other people from the area, my family 
moved to Bradford, West Yorkshire, 
where I worked in the textile mills and 
then in the bus industry. 

I was active in the Transport 
and General Workers’ Union, now 
Unite. It was Richard Jowett, whose 
grandfather had been a local Labour 
MP, who initially persuaded me to get 
involved when we witnessed Asian 
bus drivers being swindled. 

Inspired by his courage I sought 
to expose shameful exploitation and 
discrimination, to win advances for 
equality and justice and to support 
workers in struggle everywhere. 

I became a shop steward after 
improving my English to fully 
understand all the documents. The 
trade union courses I attended were 
essential to my ongoing education as 
they helped me to develop other new 
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He's been a pioneering TUC president as well as a lifelong trade union and anti-racist 
activist. Now he is the subject of a new booklet. Mohammad Taj tells his story 


workplace reps from all backgrounds. 
Together we were able to build a 
trade union structure strong enough 
to preserve jobs and make Bradford 
bus drivers among the best paid in the 
country. 

Many of our members backed the 
successful campaign to defend the 
Bradford 12, a group of young Asian 
men who had been wrongly charged 
after defending their community 
against attacks by the National 
Front in 1981. 

When the Thatcher 
government set out to wreck 
public bus services, and our 
company was purchased 
in an employee stock 
ownership plan, I was 
elected as worker director. 

We maintained our 
terms and conditions 
but I was unsuccessful 
in persuading the 
shareholding workforce to 
oppose a further sale to a 
private company that had 
offered them each a healthy 
cash amount. 

In 1995, the Bradford riots 
hit the national news. At one 
point, over 1,000 
young mainly 
Asian men 
were battling 
with around 
600 riot 
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police. A police complaints inquiry 
later concluded that allegations of 
police misconduct were without 
foundation. 

I was unconvinced by this and 
served on an independent inquiry, 
led by a local voluntary organisation. 
But the final report, which was very 
critical of the police, did not make any 
recommendations — so I published my 

own report. Criticism of this did not 
trouble me. 

Throughout my entire 

working life I sought to 

get more black people 
active within trade 
unions. At the TGWU 

1987 biennial delegate 

conference there 

were hardly any black 

delegates. Yet 23% 

of TGWU members 

were from ethnic 
minorities. 

I was glad 
afterwards to get 
involved in the 
TGWU equal 
opportunities 
working 


party 


under the direction of Bob Purkiss. 
Over the next 25 years, I helped to 
set up and then served on various 
regional and national racial equality 
committees. I rarely missed a 
meeting. I backed the TGWU’s stance 
against racism at Ford’s Dagenham 
plant, where workers organised 
against a series of racist incidents in 
the 1990s. 

I have been a passionate, active 
member of the Labour Party. I was 
disappointed to not be selected as the 
candidate for Bradford West in 1997 
but I happily worked to get Marsha 
Singh successfully elected in the 
constituency. I was opposed to Tony 
Blair sending British troops to Iraq 
and Afghanistan. I favour utilising 
public funds to develop industries and 
jobs to replace Trident. 

As the TUC president I attended 
picket lines and expressed solidarity 
and support at the TUC Women’s 
Conference for women’s struggle for 
equality, in the context of Muslim 
women’s struggles. I also supported 
equality for all and explicitly for 
disabled workers and LGBT workers. 

I retired in September 2015 but 
remain active. Indeed my wife, 
Naseem, is constantly reminding me 
I am no longer working when I take 
a regular call from Mark Metcalf, 
asking me to speak at a meeting 
or to a group of workplace 
reps on a union course. 

If I can, I will. I hope 

that by passing on my 
experiences others can 
learn from them. 


Mohammad Taj: 
Steering from the 
Front is available 
to download 

from 
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Branching out 


How do you start a local anti-racist group? Trade union, faith and community 
organisations in one area came together to make a stand. Cathy Pound reports 


nti-racists, trade 
unionists and 
community activists in 
the London Borough 
of Barnet have now 
launched their own branch of Stand 
Up to Racism — a move they have 
been working towards for some time. 
On a sunny day in September 
the fruits of all the preliminary 
work could be seen. In a great show 
of unity across the north London 
borough’s diverse community, Barnet 
Trades Council, Finchley Progressive 
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Synagogue, Barnet College UCU 
lecturers’ union branch, Barnet 
Unison branch, the Somali Bravanese 
Welfare Association, Barnet African 
Caribbean Association, the Islamic 
Association of North London and 
Chipping Barnet Labour Party all 
sponsored or supported the event. 
People gathered to enjoy delicious 
refreshments and live music, while 
toys and activities were provided for 
younger children and toddlers. 
Barnet’s diverse community is not 
immune to the effects of racism. The 


Barnet activists 
come together 
to launch their 

new Stand Up to 
Racism branch 


@ @SUTRbarnetbhy 


local Al-Rahma Islamic Centre was 
destroyed by fire in 2013, while in 
January 2017 a Jewish woman was 
pelted with eggs in the street and 
in the early hours of the following 
morning a brick with a swastika was 
thrown through a window in the 
Edgware area. Travellers have also 
suffered eviction from a site in the 
borough’s Mill Hill area in 2016. 
These problems and the wider 
rise of the far right and anti-migrant 
sentiment made those present at the 
Barnet event keen to agree a launch 


Oppose 
"vevent 
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statement noting the continued rise in 
racist and religion-based hate crimes 
in the borough over the past year and 
setting out the new group’s aim of 
coming together to “marginalise the 
racists”. 

Barnet Trades Council president 
Helen Davies welcomed all those 
at the launch event, noting that 
participants had put first not those 
values or political views that divided 
people, “but those that unite us”. 

Helen introduced Rosie Kelly of 
Show Racism the Red Card, who 
spoke of how the organisation works 
in schools. SRTRC relies on being 
invited into primary and secondary 
schools, either as a routine anti-racist 
initiative or in response to some 
issues of racism in a school. 

The anti-racist charity uses 
sporting activities to start sessions 
oif in a relaxed and fun way. Having 
established a safe environment, 
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Rabbi Gluck 
told the meeting 
that it was better 

to “stand up” to 
racism than sit at 
home in comfort 


the SRTRC team encourages 
schoolchildren to explore openly 

the use of certain words, values 

and ideas so that they can speak 
about the language and behaviour 
used in school, at home or in their 
communities without fearing 
judgement. Unsurprisingly, demand 
for the charity’s sessions continues to 
grow. 

Jacqueline McKenzie, an 
immigration lawyer and founder of 
the Organisation of Migration Advice 
and Research, addressed the meeting 
regarding the lack of resolution of 
the Windrush scandal. This had 
affected not only people from the 
Caribbean but anyone coming from 
Commonwealth countries between the 
late 1940s and the early 1980s, and 
who had not completed naturalisation 
— a process that costs upwards of 
£1,000, she noted. 

People were still being denied 
benefits, NHS treatment, education 
and employment, while the Windrush 
compensation scheme was so difficult 
to access that even those facing 
eviction due to their housing benefit 
being stopped have had their claims to 
the Hardship Fund refused. 

When asked if the arrival of new 
home secretary Priti Patel would lead 
to any improvement in the “hostile 
environment”, Jacqueline said she 
thought this was unlikely. Deportation 
flights were continuing, with one to 
Nigeria due to depart shortly after the 
Barnet meeting, she said. 

One man, Oscar Okwurime, 
who had been sent a notice that 
he would be deported on this 
flight, was reported to have died 
shortly after receiving the notice in 
Harmondsworth Detention Centre. 

Jacqueline outlined a number of 
issues to be resolved, which included 
creating a fair immigration system as 
well as properly writing the history of 
black communities in Britain, looking 
at their beginnings in the 16th century 
rather than starting with those who 
arrived at Tilbury Docks in the mid- 
2oth century. This should be part of the 
national curriculum in schools, she said. 

Sabby Dhalu, joint national 
secretary of Stand Up to Racism, 
congratulated the meeting organisers 
and reiterated that the organisation 


worked because it “brings together 
the broadest possible alliance to fight 
all discrimination”, whether this 

be towards the African-Caribbean 
community, Islamophobia directed 
against Muslims, antisemitism aimed 
at Jewish people or attacks on the 
Traveller community. 

Sabby wished the newly formed 
Barnet Stand Up to Racism well and 
said the national office would support 
the local group with leaflets, campaign 
materials and speakers. She added 
that local groups were mostly self- 
governed and worked on issues that 
were of concern in their local area. 

She referenced Philip Stephens 
of the Financial Times as one 
of the many voices stating that 
prime minister Boris Johnson was 
heading one of the most rightwing 
governments, driven by English 
nationalism. 


Together 


Sabby said that one way to counter 
this narrow nationalism and hold 
our politicians and government to 
account was by “bringing our diverse 
communities together at events 

like today”. She added that those 
present should not underestimate 
how powerful such an anti-racist 
coalition could be if it continued to 
come together and acted when issues 
arose in the borough or wherever 
intolerance and injustices occurred. 

Rabbi Herschel Gluck told the 
meeting he knew Barnet well and 
knew that there were many issues 
to tackle within the borough, 
regardless of which community was 
affected. He added that too often we 
“speak of ourselves, our issues, our 
persecution”, but we could gain more 
by standing in solidarity with other 
communities when they were under 
attack. He emphasised the importance 
of the idea that we should “stand 
up” against racism, not sit indoors 
watching television in the comfort of 
our own homes. 

Barnet Stand Up to Racism is now 
up and running and will be able to 
respond in a more coordinated way 
when racist incidents occur in the 
future. This means people in the 
borough will be able to “marginalise 
the racists” in practice. 8 
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Challenging times 


Activists from around the world gathered in London for an international conference 
on tackling racism and fascism. Cathy Pound heard the debates and discussion 


Diane Abbott, 
the shadow 
home secretary, 
addressed the 
conference 


36 | Searchlight 


here has probably never been much 

complacency at any gathering of anti-racists 

and anti-fascists but this year at Stand Up to 

Racism’s October international conference, in 

London, there was a palpable sense that the 
threat of far right populist, nationalist and fascist ideology 
and politics had escalated faster than before, here in 
Britain, in Europe and internationally. 

Delegates heard how the European Parliament election 
results — with the Brexit Party taking 31.6% of the vote in 
Britain, having formally registered only in February 2019 
— and far right parties making substantial gains across 
Europe, were warning signs. And in many countries there 
is now also a mass street presence of racists and fascists. 
This means we are facing one of the most challenging times 
as anti-fascists. 

The Bulgaria vs England football match, just days 
before the conference, had forced the issue of racism in 
football into the media. This had resulted in a “No Room 
for Racism” campaign on television. Sean Wharton, an ex- 
footballer working with Show Racism the Red Card, noted 
that people did not walk into football grounds and become 
racists there, but left their homes already holding racist 


views. The former Sunderland player noted that when 
people asked him if he was surprised at racist incidents 

in football, or whether things were better now than when 
he was in football, he had to say no to both questions. The 
lack of black and minority ethnic representation at the top 
of the game was a real issue, along with racism experienced 
in non-professional football, Sean said, calling for the same 
public outrage and anti-racist support to be available for all 
those affected. 

The conference’s international session highlighted the 
shift in international politics with contributions by panel 
speakers and from the floor. It was noted that US president 
Donald Trump has been joined by Brazil’s Jair Bolsanaro 
and prime minister Narendra Modi in India, all on the far 
right of politics. Labour shadow home secretary Diane Abbott 
addressed the conference, warning that racism could be 
a feature of the forthcoming general election in Britain. It 
would be “an extremely unpleasant election”, she said. 

Marcello Zuinisi, of the Italian Roma organisation 
Associazone Nazione Rom, and Grattan Puxon, a leading 
Roma activist in Britain, told the conference that as a people 
the Roma had “no blood on their flag”, having never waged 
any war on others, yet remained the target of the worst 
discrimination and violence of any minority group in Europe. 
Speakers described how Norway and Denmark, long seen as 
beacons of tolerance and equality, were now seeing racism 
normalised in mainstream politics and the media. 

Polish activists received special recognition for their 
bravery in what many acknowledged was a more dangerous 
environment than most of the rest of Europe (See pages 
18-21). Michal Goworoski spoke of one of the first LGBT 
Pride marches to take place without a homophobic 
counter-demo as being a great achievement. Michal had 
his flat broken into during the night and feared a beating at 
the very least or a threat to his life — but he declared, “I am 
not scared.” 

In astrong call for unity, David Karvala from Catalonia 
highlighted that areas where the left had failed to work 
together had seen electoral successes for the far right. 

His message was also that disputed questions such as 
membership of the EU or the independence of Catalonia 
should not form part of the anti-racist and anti-fascist 
narrative. It was imperative to put aside differences over 
this type of issue so that there would be more of us, united, 
than the fascists and far right could muster. Anti-racist and 
anti-fascist activists must keep building alliances across our 
communities so that we can fight the fascists as one. e 
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